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Dear Professors Dam and Zachariasen,
Permit me to introduce myself. Although my primary academic appointment is Professor of
Chemistry at Dartmouth College in the US, over the past 15 years I have enjoyed multiple
sabbatical stays at SDU in Odense, at the invitation of Prof. Ole Mouritsen and the Memphys
Center for Biomembrane Physics. As is common among visitors to Memphys, I experienced an
extremely nourishing scientific and interpersonal environment and benefitted enormously from
interactions with many outstanding faculty and students. This unique environment, along with
the requisite support of the University, resulted in the most important scientific accomplishments
of my 32-year career, and indeed lead to my election as a foreign member of the Royal Danish
Academy of Science and Letters. But for me, the greatest honor was being appointed by
President Oddershede to the International Faculty at SDU. So as you can surely imagine, I have
very warm feelings toward both the Memphys Center and the University of Southern Denmark
in general. I would like nothing better than to serve the best interests of both.
In this light, I am writing with regard to the recent administrative decisions about the future
of the Memphys Center at SDU, and the possible dismissal of associated faculty and staff.
When this decision was made public some months ago, it provoked a deeply passionate response
from a very broad range of scientists world-wide, who were as shocked and dismayed as I.
Indeed, we all found it difficult to believe: why cripple a Center that many of us viewed as a
“jewel in the crown” of SDU? Of course, I cannot be aware of all the factors that must have
been carefully weighed before reaching these decisions. However, it seems impossible that the
administration could do so, unless they were insufficiently aware of the great importance,
admiration and influence of the Memphys Center world-wide. Not surprisingly, over the past
few months, many letters and emails have been received from members of the international
scientific community, which detail the essential role that the Memphys Center has played in their
own careers, and more generally in the development of new techniques that have lead both to
fundamental conceptual shifts and valuable biomedical and industrial applications. They also
comment on the exceptional role played by the Memphys Center in the education of young
talented researchers (both Danish and international), in elevating the international visibility and
prestige of SDU and Danish science in general, and in successful outreach efforts to bring
science to the general public. These assets are indeed those that SDU has recently announced as
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key targets in the new strategic plan for the university. Furthermore it is consistently
emphasized in the international response that Memphys – which spans physics, chemistry,
pharmacy and biochemistry - has continuously evolved and renewed itself within that broad
range of disciplines, incorporating the most appropriate theoretical, experimental, and
computational tools to address ever-changing scientific questions. Universities world-wide are
striving to attract and nurture research centers that have this kind of documented ability to work
in a massively interdisciplinary mode. It is important to note that none of these accomplishments
by the Memphys center would have been possible without extensive external funding from a
wide variety of sources, which the senior faculty at the Memphys Center have consistently and
tirelessly raised.
I have been asked to collect these letters and to write this summary on their behalf. These
letters have been written not only by highly respected individual scientists (from both academia
and industry world-wide), but also collectively on behalf of scientific societies throughout
Europe, Australia and South America. I implore you to read the accompanying letters in their
entirety. It is my hope that they will provide incontrovertable evidence of the enormous and
direct importance of the Memphys Center not only to the international scientific community, but
to the health and reputation of the University of Southern Denmark, and to Danish science in
general. I do further hope that as a result, you will be convinced to revisit, and hopefully reverse
the administrative decisions reached some months ago about the future of the Memphys Center
and the firing of some faculty and staff.
Of course, I would be very glad to discuss this with you at a time of your convenience;
please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of assistance in any way.
Best regards,

cc: University Board Members
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Open letter to the international scientific biophysics community
Dear colleague,
It is with deep regret that we circulate the following message to our colleagues in the
international scientific community:
The current Danish government has decided to severely cut down on research
funding, in particular basic research. At the same time the government has imposed a
general reduction of support to Danish universities by 2% each year over the next
three years. The different Danish universities have adopted various strategies for
implementing the cuts, but in general university managements have embarked on layoffs of tenured faculty and other staff, often targeting areas considered by the present
administration as non-priority.
The administration of the Faculty of Science at the University of the Southern
Denmark (SDU) has decided to severely cut back on ‘biophysics’ and as part of this
to close down their MEMPHYS-Center for Biomembrane Physics. So far, two
internationally renowned scientists affiliated with MEMPHYS, professor Luis
Bagatolli and professor Per Lyngs Hansen, have received warnings that they will be
fired. Further reduction of staff in MEMPHYS is expected, and three named tenured
faculty within so-called ’theoretical biophysics', specifically the head of MEMPHYS
prof. Ole G. Mouritsen and professors John Hjort Ipsen and Michael Lomholt, were
told at a meeting with Dean Martin Zachariasen and Department Head Frants
Lauritsen that one of their positions is expected to be eliminated in the near future. In
addition, MEMPHYS secretary Ulla Lauritsen has been informed that she will be
fired at the end of 2018.
The faculty is deeply concerned by the lack of transparency of the process of
implementation of the cuts at the university. The Dean of Science Martin Zachariasen
was invited to explain, clarify, or contribute to the present open letter, but he has
chosen not to.
You are most welcome to contact any of us if you want any further information. You
can also visit the SDU webpages for official information.
Please feel free to circulate the letter to whom you consider a relevant recipient.
Should you wish to express concerns or opinions about the fate of MEMPHYS, please
e-mail prof. Robert Cantor at robert.s.cantor@dartmouth.edu, who will act as a
collection point for such expressions, possibly to be communicated to the
administration of SDU.
On behalf of MEMPHYS,
Luis Bagatolli, Jonathan Brewer, Lars Duelund, Per Lyngs Hansen, John Hjort Ipsen,
Himanshu Khandelia, Beate Klösgen, Michael Lomholt, Ole G. Mouritsen and David
Needham
May 24, 2016

Professor Robert S. Cantor
Faculty of Arts & Sciences
Dartmouth College
Hanover, USA
1st July 2016

Dear Robert
Re: Closure of the MEMPHYS Center for Biomembrane Physics, SDU
I am writing in a state of some disbelief after receiving news of the closure of the MEMPHYS
Center for Biomembrane Physics. As you know, over the years the researchers that form the
MEMPHYS group have made outstanding and sustained contributions to understanding the
effects of membrane biophysics on fundamental biological processes that underpin inter
alia intracellular communication, immunological responses, drug development and metabolic
disorders. To a person, they are some of the most highly regarded scientists in the community;
even a cursory look at their individual publication records reveals track records of citation and
influence that are the envy of colleagues across the world.
While we all, to varying degrees, are subject to vagaries in national funding of science, it seems
particularly perverse to close down a group that is distinctive in its innovative output, has
brought distinction to its host university and country, and is at the forefront of generating
knowledge and understanding that impact on real societal needs, such as combating antibiotic
resistance, and developing new and safer therapeutic agents. To my mind, by closing this
world-leading group and losing the associated competences, the SDU risks losing credibility in
its mission to pursue and deliver a sustainable research agenda that benefits Denmark, the EU
and the wider community.
Please let me know if there is anything I can do to influence this sad situation.
Warm regards,

G.S. Attard
Professor of Chemistry
Associate Dean for Research, Faculty of Natural and Environmental Sciences
Outgoing Director of University Interdisciplinary Research Strategy
Director, Natural Sciences @Southampton degree programme

Faculty of Natural & Environmental Sciences
University of Southampton, Highfield Campus, Southampton SO17 1BJ United Kingdom
t: +44 (0)23 80593019 f: +44 (0)2380 593785 e: gza@soton.ac.uk

Cornell University
Department of Molecular
Biology and Genetics

107 Biotechnology Building
526 Campus Road
Ithaca, New York 148532703
t. 607.255.2203
f. 607.255.6249
mbg-admin@cornell.edu
www.mbg.cornell.edu

May 27, 2016

To whom it may concern:
I am alarmed. I have just learned about the severe cutbacks in research funding in Denmark.
I am especially concerned about the cuts in funding to the MEMPHYS-Center for
Biomembrane Physics. My own research for the past 45 years has been in biomembrane
physics. I can tell you from my direct personal knowledge that Professor Ole Mouritsen has
assembled a world-class team of biophysics researchers who have been doing some of the
best work in the world on biomembrane studies. Bringing together this outstanding team took
years. Forcing this team apart will be a disservice to researchers around the world. My own
work will suffer, and the work of so many others in this rapidly developing way of
understanding the membranes of living cells. The individuals who might be losing their jobs
are unusually productive and brilliant researchers, and their assembly as an effective group
has resulted in MEMPHYS being even more important than a simple sum of the individuals.

Sincerely yours,

Gerald W. Feigenson
Professor, Department of Molecular Biology & Genetics
Director of Graduate Studies, Cornell Field of Biophysics

Diversity  and  inclusion  are  part  of  Cornell  University’s  heritage.    We  are  a  recognized  employer  and  educator  valuing  AA/EEO,  Protected  
Veterans,  and  Individuals  with  Disabilities.  

To the Head of the Faculty of Science at the University of the Southern Denmark
Our colleagues from MEMPHYS-Center for Biomembrane Physics have alerted us that
your University is likely to close their center and to lay off some of the associated researchers.
We are French scientists working in the field of membrane biophysics and we have had the
opportunity to closely interact with members of MEMPHYS since its creation. We are
seriously worried about the perspective of MEMPHYS's closure since a center with a focus
on biomembrane physics is unique in Europe. Over the years, scientists from MEMPHYS
have not only significantly contributed to membrane biophysics with an impressive body of
publications; the new physical models of biological membranes, analytical approaches and
computer simulations they have introduced is now a central reference corpus of the field.
Their experimental work on membrane organization and membrane mechanics is highly
recognized in the community and they have been among the first to image lipid domains in
membranes. In addition to their contributions to fundamental membrane biophysics, their
work aimed at deciphering the mechanisms of liposome-assisted drug delivery and membrane
interactions with pathogen organisms have pioneered a plethora of new developments in
biotechnology. Most significantly, our colleagues from MEMPHYS have trained a
community of younger researchers who represent the excellence of your university and who
are now active scientists throughout Europe.
We are also very concerned for the future of our colleagues whose research will be
interrupted, although being internationally undisputed experts in the membrane field. Let us
stress that MEMPHYS is important not only for your university and for Danish science but
also for the international community working on biomembranes. We hope that you can find a
solution that will allow MEMPHYS center to continue contributing to new developments in
our area.
Sincerely yours,
May 31st, 2016
Patricia Bassereau (Directrice de Recherche CNRS, Institut Curie, Paris)
Andrew Callan-Jones (Assistant Professor at University Paris Diderot, Paris)
Kari Dalnoki-Veress (visitor at ESPCI ParisTech, Paris, Professor at McMaster
University, Canada)
Vincent Démery (Assistant Professor at ESPCI ParisTech, Paris)
Bertrand Fourcade (Professor at University Joseph Fourier, Grenoble)
Jean-Baptiste Fournier (Professor at University Paris Diderot, Paris)
Jean-François Joanny (Professor at University Pierre et Marie Curie - Director of
ESPCI ParisTech, Paris)
David Lacoste (Directeur de Recherche CNRS, ESPCI ParisTech, Paris)
Sébastien Lecommandoux (Professor at ENSCBP-Bordeaux INP - Director of the
LCPO, Bordeaux)
Carlos Marquès (Directeur de Recherche CNRS, Institut Charles Sadron, Strasbourg)
Pierre Nassoy (Directeur de Recherche CNRS, L2PN, Institut d'Optique, Bordeaux)
Jacques Prost (Directeur de Recherche CNRS, Institut Curie, Paris - Member of the
French National Academy of Sciences)
Olivier Sandre (Directeur de Recherche CNRS, LCPO, Bordeaux)
Pierre Sens (Directeur de Recherche CNRS, Institut Curie, Paris)

Department of Physics
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213-3890
(412) 268-2764

May 27, 2016

To whom it may concern:
I was surprised to learn that MEMPHYS is being drastically cut. I admire (and have
often been envious of) the fact that Denmark has the premier center for membrane
biophysics in the world. It is important for countries to be first in at least a few areas of
science, and MEMPHYS did that for Denmark in a very important area in the biological
sciences. Membranes are as important to cells as DNA. Cutting MEMPHYS seems to be
an example of Denmark shooting its research reputation in the foot.
I would like to suggest that the administration of SDU look at how many times research
done by the MEMPHYS faculty is cited by other scientists in the world, as this is an
objective measure of the influence a faculty has in the world. I’m guessing that the
MEMPHYS citation record is considerably stronger than for other units that SDU does
not propose to cut.
Sincerely,

John F Nagle
Professor Emeritus of Physics and Biological Sciences
nagle@cmu.edu
http//lipid.phys.cmu.edu

Budapestlaan 6, 3584 CD Utrecht

Faculteit Bètawetenschappen
Bureau Faculteit Bètawetenschappen
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Dear Sirs,

I want to express my disbelief at the actions of the University of Southern
Denmark to close down the MEMPHIS-Center. This center is world famous
for its seminal contributions to the research of biomembranes, to which I
myself as a prominent membrane scientist can attest. This would be a
severe blow for research of international standard in Denmark!

With best regards,

Gerrit van Meer
Presently dean of the Faculty of Science

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Sheffield,	
  14.07.2016	
  
	
  
To	
  whom	
  it	
  may	
  concern	
  
	
  
BIOPOL	
  is	
  an	
  international	
  training	
  and	
  research	
  network	
  funded	
  by	
  the	
  EU	
  and	
  
dedicated	
   to	
   the	
   understanding	
   of	
   how	
   mechanical	
   cues	
   governs	
   cell	
   biological	
  
processes	
   (https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/itn-‐biopol).	
   Our	
   consortium	
   comprises	
  
leading	
   European	
   scientists	
   in	
   the	
   field	
   of	
   biophysics	
   and	
   cell	
   biology.	
   Our	
   aim	
   is	
  
to	
   train	
   the	
   next	
   generation	
   of	
   excellent	
   scientists	
   and	
   a	
   major	
   part	
   of	
   our	
  
training	
  and	
  research	
  program	
  is	
  deeply	
  founded	
  in	
  the	
  area	
  of	
  biophysics,	
  which	
  
is	
   an	
   integrated	
   cornerstone	
   of	
   mechanobiology.	
   In	
   recent	
   years	
   the	
   field	
   of	
  
mechanobiology	
   has	
   been	
   at	
   the	
   forefront	
   of	
   modern	
   cell	
   biology,	
   which	
   would	
  
not	
   have	
   been	
   possible	
   without	
   the	
   contribution	
   of	
   the	
   field	
   of	
   biophysics.	
  
Several	
   of	
   our	
   network	
   members	
   had	
   successful	
   collaborations	
   with	
   members	
   of	
  
MEMPHYS	
   in	
   the	
   past	
   and	
   MEMPHYS	
   has	
   been	
   an	
   important	
   and	
   inspiring	
  
partner	
  in	
  other	
  training	
  networks	
  before	
  (like	
  TRANSPOL).	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  deeply	
  regret	
  to	
  hear	
  that	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Southern-‐Denmark	
  is	
  planning	
  to	
  
close	
   the	
   MEMPHYS-‐centre	
   due	
   to	
   national	
   budget	
   cuts	
   made	
   by	
   the	
   Danish	
  
government.	
  Although	
  we	
  clearly	
  understand	
  that	
  this	
  puts	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  pressure	
  on	
  
Universities	
  in	
  Denmark,	
  we	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  express	
  our	
  astonishment	
  that	
  these	
  
cuts	
  will	
  lead	
  to	
  the	
  closure	
  of	
  such	
  an	
  esteemed	
  centre	
  of	
  membrane	
  physics	
  like	
  
the	
  MEMPHYS.	
  
	
  
We	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  emphasise	
  that	
  experimental	
  and	
  theoretical	
  biophysics	
  is	
  far	
  
from	
  being	
  niche	
  in	
  modern	
  life	
  sciences	
  and	
  that	
  excellent	
  science	
  as	
  performed	
  
at	
   the	
   MEMPHYS	
   centre,	
   delivers	
   an	
   important	
   contribution	
   to	
   modern	
   cell	
  
biology.	
  
	
  
Thus	
  we	
  hope	
  that	
  the	
  Faculty	
  of	
  Sciences	
  of	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Southern	
  Denmark	
  
will	
   reconsider	
   its	
   decision	
   to	
   shut	
   down	
   the	
   MEMPHYS-‐centre	
   and	
   will	
   find	
   a	
  
way	
  that	
  allows	
  MEMPHYS	
  to	
  continue	
  its	
  excellent	
  work.	
  
	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  
	
  
	
  
The	
   members	
   of	
   the	
   ITN-‐BIOPOL:	
   Kai	
   Erdmann	
   (University	
   of	
   Sheffield,	
   UK),	
  
Ludger	
   Johannes	
   (Institute	
   Curie,	
   France),	
   Liz	
   Smythe	
   (University	
   of	
   Sheffield,	
  
UK),	
   Christophe	
   Lamaze	
   (Institute	
   Curie	
   France),	
   Stefano	
   Piccolo	
   (University	
   of	
  
Padua,	
   Italy),	
   Aurelien	
   Roux	
   (University	
   of	
   Geneva,	
   Switzerland),	
   Jochen	
   Guck	
  
(University	
   of	
   Dresden,	
   Germany),	
   Miguel	
   del	
   Pozo	
   (Centro	
   Nacional	
   de	
  
Investigaciones	
  Cardiovasculares	
  Carlos	
  III	
  (CNIC),	
  Spain)	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Concerns about the fate of MEMPHYS at SDU
June 13 2016.
It was a surprise for me to receive the open letter, dated May 24 2016, from colleagues at
MEMPHYS, with an account of the university administration’s plan to severely cut back
on biophysics and as part of that close down the MEMPHYS-Center for Biomembrane
Physics.
I am aware that the government cuts put the administration of the Faculty of Science
at SDU in a situation, where very difficult decisions have to be made. It is however important that the administration makes the process transparent and open, not at least for
the sake of the colleagues directly affected by the cuts.
From the open letter I understand that this has not been the case and that the Dean
of Science has declined to explain and clarify the background for their decisions, although
invited to do so.
The MEMPHYS-Center has been very successful in attracting considerable support from a
number of external sources, among them the Danish Government Basic Research Foundation for the maximum period of time, ten years. This strong support from outside sources
indicates a clear appreciation of the activities in the Center with a unique constellation
of theoretical and experimental groups. SDU has also benefitted from the large external
means provided by MEMPHYS and supported the activities up until now. So what has
happened, internationally and nationally, that causes the present administration suddenly
to change attitude about the activities in MEMPHYS?
The MEMPHYS Center has always reached out to other research institutions and to the
surrounding community, organized numerous meetings and been engaged in research activities with other institutions, both nationally and internationally.
I have over a long period served as an external examiner at exams, Bachelor projects,
Master thesis and PhD thesis at MEMPHYS and have been impressed by the high professional quality of the student’s performance, which is a result of an engaged instruction by
the faculty members. In particular, I have noticed how the faculty is capable in creating a
very positive and inspiring atmosphere for the students by listening to their interests and
propose good projects for them. An atmosphere the students appreciate as evidenced by
their choice of the Teacher of the Year. Within a decade or so two faculty members from
MEMPHYS were chosen; in 2013, prof. Per Lyngs Hansen, who now is fired which does
not make sense!
In conclusion, the administration owes an explanation about why they have chosen MEMPHYS to bear the main cuts in the Department of Physics, Chemistry and Pharmaci,
considering that the MEMPHYS-Center has excelled in three main areas of performance,
research, outreach and teaching. It is therefore my hope that the decision will be reconsidered and changed.

Flemming Yssing Hansen
Department of Chemistry
The Technical University of Denmark
DTU, Kgs. Lyngby
Denmark
1

Institute for Medicine and Engineering

July 1, 2016
To whom it may concern:
Re: Termination of funding for MEMPHYS
This letter adds my voice to the many other scientists worldwide who are saddened by the decision of the
Danish government to cut back on funding for biophysics and especially by the decision of the Faculty of
Science at the University of the Southern Denmark to close down the MEMPHYS-Center for
Biomembrane Physics. This decision has serious negative consequences not only because it will weaken
the capabilities and reputation of the Danish research enterprise, but also because it negatively affects
progress in many other labs that study the biophysics of membranes, and whose work has been strongly
enhanced by the results coming out of the MEMPHYS group. As someone who has worked directly with
participants in MEMPHYS, one of the things that always struck me as a uniquely productive aspect of
this project was that along with a very high quality innovative research coming out of this effort, young
scientists who are trained at the facility have gone on to highly productive careers in Europe and
elsewhere. Shutting down such a productive incubator of research and training does damage not only to
the individuals directly involved in these decisions but also negatively impacts the work of many others.
Sincerely,

Paul Janmey
Professor of Physiology, Physics, Bioengineering
University of Pennsylvania

1010 Vagelos Laboratories 3340 Smith Walk Philadelphia, PA 19104-6383
Tel 215.573.6813 Fax 215.573.6815

Dr. P. B. Sunil Kumar
Professor,
Department of Physics
Indian Institute of Technology Madras
Chennai 600036 , India

Tel: +91 44 2257 4876 (office)
+91 98403 29487 (Mobile)
Fax: +91 44 2257 4851
Email: sunil@physics.iitm.ac.in
sunil@iitm.ac.in
URL: http://www.physics.iitm.ac.in/sunil

!

29 June 2016

To
Prof. Henrik Dam, Vice-Chancellor
&
Prof. Martin Zachariasen, Dean
University of Southern Denmark
Odense , Denmark
Dear Prof. Dam and Prof. Zachariasen,
I was shocked to hear that SDU is planning to close the MEMPHYS centre and
research in the area of biophysics. I cannot imagine what could have prompted SDU
to make such a decision as MEMPHYS has been one of the most prominent centres
at international level for biophysical studies of membranes. There is hardly any other
group in the world which has contributed so much to membrane research, both in
terms of hard science and popularisation of science. I will be surprised if any
scientific committee, at the least looking through the annual reports of the centre,
recommended its closure ! I am sure all serious researchers in membrane biophysics
at least know about this centre, even if they have not visited the place already.
For me the way the centre is organised itself needs special mention. Biophysics is an
area which requires close collaboration with experimentalists and theorists. It is an
area where chemistry, physics, mathematics, computer science and engineering all
comes together. By the unique way it is organised, MEMPHYS had succeed in getting
all these together in a very meaningful sense. The centre is a perfect example of
resource sharing and distributed leadership. Prof. Mouritsen really knows how to
promote the spirit of scientific enquiry and get the best out of everyone without
asking them to do anything specifically. The centre is organised in such a way that
anyone, irrespective of their nationality and background, feel at home and the only
thing to worry about is the research problem at hand.
It will be very sad for science in general and membrane science in particular, if SDU
decide go ahead with the plan to close it.
I request you to reconsider the decision to close the centre and biophysics activities
at SDU.

P. B. Sunil Kumar

Kusumi	
  Laboratory	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Institute	
  for	
  Integrated	
  Cell-‐Material	
  Sciences	
  (iCeMS)	
  and	
   	
  
Institute	
  for	
  Frontier	
  Medical	
  Sciences,	
  Kyoto	
  University	
  
53	
  Kawahara,	
  Kyoto	
  606-‐8507,	
  Japan	
  
Ph:	
  +81-‐75-‐751-‐4112	
   	
   URL:	
  http://www.nanobio.frontier.kyoto-‐u.ac.jp	
  
Fx:	
  +81-‐75-‐751-‐4113	
  

	
  
Re:	
  Response	
  to	
  the	
  Open	
  Letter	
  from	
  the	
  Center	
  for	
  Biomembrane	
  Physics	
  (MEMPHYS-‐Center),	
  
University	
  of	
  Southern	
  Denmark	
  
	
  
30	
  June	
  2015	
  
	
  
I	
  was	
  extremely	
  surprised	
  to	
  know	
  that	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  the	
  Southern	
  Denmark	
  (SDU)	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  
severely	
  cut	
  back	
  on	
  ‘biophysics’	
  and	
  close	
  down	
  the	
  MEMPHYS-‐Center	
  for	
  Biomembrane	
  Physics.	
  
	
  
In	
  my	
  opinion,	
  the	
  MEMPHYS-‐Center	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  world-‐leading	
  research	
  institutes	
  in	
  Denmark	
  
and	
  in	
  fact	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  gem	
  of	
  Denmark.	
  The	
  research	
  conducted	
  there	
  is	
  leading	
  the	
  world	
  in	
  the	
  broad	
  
crossdisciplinary	
  fields	
  of	
  soft-‐matter	
  and	
  molecular	
  physics,	
  physical	
  chemistry	
  of	
  
macromolecules,	
  biophysics,	
  and	
  molecular	
  pharmacology.	
  In	
  particular,	
  as	
  its	
  name	
  indicates,	
  
they	
  have	
  made	
  critical	
  contributions	
  to	
  our	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  physical	
  and	
  physico-‐chemical	
  
properties	
  of	
  lipid-‐membrane	
  systems	
  and	
  how	
  these	
  properties	
  regulate	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  important	
  
membrane	
  functions.	
  This	
  has	
  been	
  made	
  possible	
  by	
  the	
  Center’s	
  unique	
  approach	
  of	
  conducting	
  
experimental,	
  theoretical,	
  and	
  simulational	
  research	
  in	
  parallel,	
  and	
  its	
  application	
  to	
  key	
  
problems	
  in	
  the	
  fields	
  of	
  drug	
  delivery,	
  biotechnology,	
  and	
  food	
  science.	
  
	
  
Furthermore,	
  I	
  was	
  quite	
  surprised	
  to	
  realize	
  that	
  the	
  university	
  management	
  has	
  not	
  explained	
  
how	
  and	
  why	
  they	
  selected	
  the	
  MEMPHYS	
  Center	
  as	
  one	
  of	
  their	
  major	
  targets	
  to	
  implement	
  the	
  
governmental	
  budget	
  cuts	
  at	
  the	
  SDU.	
  Although	
  I	
  strongly	
  disagree	
  with	
  the	
  Denmark	
  government	
  
policy	
  to	
  cut	
  the	
  research	
  budget,	
  this	
  could	
  happen.	
  However,	
  how	
  the	
  universities	
  cope	
  with	
  
such	
  a	
  cut	
  is	
  critical	
  for	
  sustaining	
  high-‐quality	
  research	
  conducted	
  in	
  academia.	
  Therefore,	
  it	
  was	
  
utterly	
  disappointing	
  to	
  know	
  that	
  the	
  decision	
  process	
  of	
  closing	
  the	
  MEMPHYS	
  Center	
  has	
  not	
  
been	
  clarified	
  by	
  the	
  university	
  management.	
  I	
  think	
  this	
  particularly	
  important	
  because	
  
crossdisciplinary	
  research	
  tends	
  to	
  become	
  an	
  easy	
  target	
  for	
  the	
  budget	
  cut	
  by	
  superficial	
  reasons.	
  
	
  
In	
  summary,	
  I	
  entirely	
  support	
  the	
  statements	
  made	
  in	
  the	
  open	
  letter	
  from	
  the	
  MEMPHYS	
  Center,	
  
requesting	
  transparency	
  of	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  implementation	
  of	
  the	
  cuts	
  at	
  the	
  university.	
  In	
  fact,	
  I	
  
believe	
  that	
  this	
  decision	
  should	
  be	
  totally	
  reversed.	
   	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Akihiro	
  Kusumi,	
  D.	
  Sc.	
  
Professor	
  
E-‐mail:	
  akusumi@frontier.kyoto-‐u.ac.jp,	
  kusumiaki@gmail.com	
  

	
  

Department of Biochemistry and Cell Biology
420 Life Sciences Building
Stony Brook, NY 11794-5215 USA
TEL: 631.632.8564
FAX: 631.632.8575
Erwin.London@stonybrook.edu

May 27, 2016
Dr. Robert Cantor
Dartmouth University
Dear Dr. Cantor:
It is with dismay that I have heard about the impending cuts at the MEMPHYS
center at the University of Southern Denmark. The researchers at this center have
been at the forefront of many advances in our understanding of biomembrane structure
and function. This is a field of basic science, and the gains from studies in the field are
crucial to many areas of biosciences, including biomedical sciences. Like all basic
science research, it is often underappreciated and undervalued. I hope that the
administrators at SDU can be made to reconsider, and upon doing so realize that cuts
at MEMPHYS, would not only unnecessarily hurt the scientific reputation of their
University, but would be counterproductive to society in general.
Sincerely,

Erwin London
Distinguished Professor
Dept. of Biochemistry and Cell Biology and Dept. of Chemistry
Director, Biochemistry and Structural Biology Graduate Program

June 10, 2016
To: Rector
Dean of Faculty of Science
University of Southern Denmark
My name is Ling Miao. Before October, 2005, when I joined the renowned publishing arm
of the American Physical Society, I had held the position of “Lektor” in the then Physics
Department at SDU and been a member of the MEMPHYS Center for Biomembrane
Physics. I am currently the Managing Editor of Physical Review X (http://journals.aps.org/
prx), a high-profile journal in physics published by the American Physical Society. This
letter to you, however, reflects my personal opinion, which is nonetheless informed by my
first-hand knowledge of the MEMPHYS Center’s missions and activities during my tenure
at SDU and also by my second-hand observation of its achievements during the past ten
years.
I have recently received an open letter from the various SDU faculty members who
constitute the senior scientific staff of the MEMPHYS Center for Biomembrane Physics at
SDU. The letter informed its recipients of a plan on the part of the SDU Faculty of Natural
Sciences to eliminate three important senior faculty positions affiliated with the Center,
including Prof. Luis Bagatolli’s and one of the three held by Prof. Ole Mouritsen, Prof.
John Hjort Ipsen, and Prof. Michael Lomholdt.
This plan looks incomprehensible from various points of view.
1) As far as I know, the MEMPHYS Center has been, since its inception, an international
top place for biomembrane physics because of its research leadership in this
interdisciplinary area. A look at the list of scientific publications and the list of international
visitors to the Center will make that very clear. Indeed it is not exaggeration to say that the
MEMPHYS Center put SDU on the international map of biophysics research. It is hard to
see how a plan that would most likely remove SDU from that map can be in the best
interest of the university.
2) The MEMPHYS Center has also been an attraction, within the disciplines of physics,
chemistry and biology, for ambitious and talented students interested in interdisciplinary
research from across Denmark. Many of its students have gone on to take up positions in
various Danish industries that rely on natural sciences such as physics, chemistry and
biology. Why kill a success?
3) Both the various national research funding agencies and SDU over the years have
made many significant strategic investments in the MEMPHYS Center, in terms of
research infrastructure development and human resources. Interdisciplinary research that
involve physics, biology, and chemistry has been, and will continue to be, one of the
strategic growth areas in natural sciences and technologies. It is difficult to understand a
plan that will greatly diminish the long-term return of those past strategic investments, as
the proposed plan will certainly do.

4) The various scientists, whose positions either are slated to be cut or risk to be cut, have
been very productive and been recognized by the membrane biophysics community and
also more broadly, the statistical physics community (the latter being one of the pillars of
the international physics community) for their scientific contributions. What are the
professional reasons to justify the planned eliminations of their positions?
Therefore, I urge, in the strongest voice I can, the SDU management to reconsider the
proposed plan and take it no further.
Sincerely yours,
Ling Miao, Ph.D.
Managing Editor
Physical Review X
American Physical Society
http://journals.aps.org/prx

Nice, 06/02/2016

To whom it may concern,
This letter is to support the MEMPHYS Center for Biomembrane Physics, which has to face severe
cuts from the Danish Universities. We are astonished to hear that some internationally renowned
professors of this center of excellence directed by Ole G. Mouritsen could be fired because of these
cuts.
The MEMPHYS Center is a worldwide reference in the field of membrane biophysics, due to the
outstanding quality of the science produced over the last 15 years, ranging from the theoretical
biophysics of lipid-membrane systems and their physical and physico-chemical characterization to
applied research such as drug delivery or nano-biotechnology. This interdisciplinary research center
gathers world renowned specialists in different disciplines and is undoubtedly one of the most
relevant biophysics hubs in the world as shown by its high-quality and pertinent scientific
production.
Our society GEM (Membrane Studies Group that is affiliated to the French Biophysics Society)
would like to express here its deep concern over the current situation of the MEMPHYS Center and
to stress the importance of supporting such excellent academic research at the University.
We hope that the administration of the Faculty of Science at the University of Southern Denmark
will revise its position about the MEMPHYS Center and will recognize the great value of the work
produced by our Danish biophysicist colleagues.
Yours sincerely,

The GEM Scientific Council:
MUS-VETEAU Isabelle (Nice, President) ; DUFOURC Erick (Bordeaux, Vice President) ; GIRARD-EGROT
Agnès (Lyon, Secretary) ; ALVES Isabel (Bordeaux, V-Secretary) ; SEKSEK Olivier (Orsay, Treasurer) ;
VIÉ Véronique (Rennes, V- Treasurer)
BAADEN Marc (Paris) ; BECHINGER Burkhard (Strasbourg); BONDON Arnaud (Rennes) ; BROUTIN
Isabelle (Paris) ; CASTANO Sabine (Bordeaux) ; DRIN Guillaume (Nice) ; FIESCHI Franck (Grenoble) ;
FRAGNETO Giovanna (Grenoble) ; GRAUBY-HEYWANG Christine (Bordeaux) ; JAFFRES Paul-Alain
(Brest) ; JOHANNES Ludger (Paris) ; LAFONT Frank (Lille) ; MICHEL Jean-Philippe (Paris) ; MILHIET
Pierre Emmanuel (Montpellier) ; MOREAU Christophe (Grenoble) ; ROLS Marie Pierre (Toulouse) ;
SALOMÉ Laurence (Toulouse) ; WARSCHAWSKI Dror (Paris)

Présidente : Isabelle MUS-VETEAU (Nice) ; Vice-président : Erick DUFOURC (Bordeaux)
Secrétaire Générale : Agnès GIRARD-EGROT (Lyon) ; Secrétaire adjointe : Isabel Alvès (Bordeaux)
Trésorier : Olivier SEKSEK (Orsay) ; Trésorière adjointe : Véronique Vié (Rennes)
Siège social : GEM, Université Claude Bernard Lyon 1, Institut de Chimie et Biochimie Moléculaires et
Supramoléculaires – ICBMS UMR 5246 – Equipe GEMBAS, Bât Curien (CPE), 43 bd du 11 novembre 1918,
69 622 Villeurbanne cedex, France - N° SIRET : 537 775 249 00015 -  gem@univ-lyon1.fr
http://www.cbmn.u-bordeaux.fr/gem-membranes-accueil

Dr. Gerhard Besold
Im Heuschlag 17
D - 91054 Erlangen
Germany

Dr. Gerhard Besold • Im Heuschlag 17 • D-91054 Erlangen • GERMANY

Phone: +49–9131–5 60 64
gerhardbesold @ t-online.de

Rektor Dr. jur. Henrik Dam
University of Southern Denmark
Campusvej 55
5230 Odense M
Denmark
13 June 2016
Open letter in support of MEMPHYS – Center for Biomembrane Physics
Dear Dr. Dam,
With unbelief and consternation I have learned from an open letter, dated 24 May 2016,
and written by faculty members of MEMPHYS – Center for Biomembrane Physics at the
University of Southern Denmark (SDU), that the administration of SDU has apparently
decided to cut back on biophysics in the context of implementing budget cuts as decided by
the Danish government. As a consequence, SDU apparently plans to dissolve MEMPHYS
as an interdisciplinary center, and to fire several faculty members, specifically professors
Luis Bagatolli and Per Lyngs Hansen, and another faculty member out of a group of
‘theoretical’ biophysicists that comprises professors Ole G. Mouritsen (head of MEMPHYS),
John H. Ipsen, and Michael Lomholt. In addition the position of the MEMPHYS secretary
(Ulla Lauritsen) seems to be earmarked for elimination in the near future. In their open
letter MEMPHYS faculty express their concern about a lack of transparency in the context
of implementing budget cuts by the university.
For me it is beyond comprehension how the leaders of SDU should have come to the conclusion to dissolve MEMPHYS as a center, and which criteria might have been employed
in the process.
Before I continue, let me first briefly introduce myself: In 1992 I joined Ole Mouritsen’s
biomembrane group at the Technical University of Denmark (DTU) as a postdoc for a
couple of months, and then again from 1994 to 1999 as visiting professor of the Danish
Research Academy, research assistant professor and research associate professor, respectively. In 2006/2007 I worked at MEMPHYS for a year as associate professor at SDU’s
Institute of Physics and Chemistry (IFK). During all these periods I acquired a first-hand
knowledge of the research activities at MEMPHYS, which I followed also closely from a
remote vantage point during the remaining periods of time, and during recurrent short-term
visits to SDU.
/2
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The leaders of SDU are not to be envied for the task of having to implement budget cuts.
Whoever might be affected by these cuts will of course complain. Doesn’t that urgently
suggest to proceed in as transparent a manner as possible, with the application of well-considered criteria that should be openly communicated to all faculty members? In your reply
(together with the dean of the Faculty of Science, Martin Zachariasen, and the head of the
Institute of Physics, Chemistry and Pharmacy, Frants R. Lauritsen) to a joint letter in
support of Per Lyngs Hansen by some 130 of his students (“Vedr. afskedigelse af Per
Lyngs Hansen”, dated May this year), you stated that the research areas targeted for budget
cuts have been selected according to “quality, relevance, and economical viability” (“kvalitet,
relevans og økonomiske bæredygtighed”). While few will object to these very broad criteria
in general, doesn’t the fact that individual careers of distinguished scientists might be severely affected as a consequence of budget cuts, require the application – and communication –
of more fine-grained criteria that consider individual cases in detail, even though that makes
the work of decision-makers more strenuous? Also, an important paradigm should be taken
into account as well: Sometimes the whole is more than the sum of its parts, which of course
refers to synergy effects.
Let me explain how I think this relates to MEMPHYS and its faculty members.
Since SDU has announced their intention to cut back on biophysics, a few introductory
words on the relevance of that branch of science seem in order. The research activities
pursued at MEMPHYS focus on biomembrane physics, in the more general context of
molecular biophysics, i.e., the physics of biological systems at the molecular scale. ‘Physics’
here means that physical phenomena and processes are investigated – aspects of biological
(model) systems where conformational fluctuations, entropic interactions, order-disorder
phenomena and self-organization play a crucial role; phenomena and processes that do not
sensitively depend on the specific nature of the involved chemical entities. However,
whether this is done by experiment, theoretical modeling or computer simulation (all of
which have been employed in numerous studies at MEMPHYS, often in parallel), this is
only possible in a multi- and cross-disciplinary framework that involves physical, physicoand bio-chemical, biological and even medical aspects and employs corresponding methods.
In other words, biophysics is a modern, truly inter-disciplinary branch of modern science of
strategic importance, with a high impact on applications in medicine, pharmacy, and biomedical technolgy, and as such certainly of high relevance.
Why should SDU then want to cut back on biophysics?
The interdisciplinary demands in biophysical research have always been more than just met
by Ole Mouritsen and his faculty colleagues at MEMPHYS. In fact, one could even say they
have been embraced, and more than once it was on Ole Mouritsen’s initiative that a new
experimental technique or computational approach was introduced at the center and put
into service. Although the keyword ‘synergy’ is rarely heard at MEMPHYS, it is evident
that such effects are exploited whenever possible in the collaboration of scientists with a
broad bandwidth of scientific backgrounds. Truly, MEMPHYS is a case where the whole
is greater than the sum of its parts. The results of all these endeavours – theoretical,
computational, and in particular experimental – established MEMPHYS as one of the
leading centers of biophysical research, and not just in Denmark, but on a global scale.

– 3 of 5 –

This is well documented by a long list of scientific publications (including books), international collaborations, the frequent appearance of international visitors at MEMPHYS
seminars, the numerous invitations of MEMPHYS faculty members to give key lectures
at international workshops and conferences, the (co-)organization of such conferences by
MEMPHYS faculty, and the many international PhD students and postdocs that have
worked with MEMPHYS for shorter or longer periods of time. All in all, I am convinced
that distinguished scientists all over the international biophysics community will not hesitate
to attest to the high quality of research conducted at MEMPHYS.
Why should SDU then want to dissolve such a highly respected research center?
Next I would like to touch upon the teaching activities of MEMPHYS faculty members.
It is unfortunately true that a study course in biophysics that was established soon after the
inception of the MEMPHYS center, did not enjoy a lasting success – it had to be closed
after a relatively short time due to a lack of interest among prospective students. I think it is
only fair to conclude that no-one at MEMPHYS can be seriously blamed for this failure,
as too many external factors outside the responsibility of MEMPHYS faculty contributed
to the result. To employ that failed endeavour as an argument against MEMPHYS would be
grossly inappropriate.
Over the years all MEMPHYS faculty members have taken their share in lecturing courses
in physics and biophysics, physical chemistry, and materials science (e.g., nano-materials),
including ‘service’ courses for students of engineering, biology, and medicine. In 2000
SDU’s Teacher of the Year Award (Undervisningspris) was awarded to the former
MEMPHYS faculty member Dr. Ling Miao, and in 2013 to professor Per Lyngs Hansen,
who is now about to be fired! I guess that SDU’s leaders do not seriously claim that Per
Lyngs’ qualities as a teacher have dramatically deteriorated over the course of just three
years? In fact, the joint letter in support of Per Lyngs by some 130 of his students tellingly
attests to his outstanding qualities as a teacher and supervisor of thesis projects. Professor
John Hjort Ipsen, chairman of the PhD Committee of the Faculty of Science, who apparently might also be fired in the near future, has likewise shouldered a high teaching load
over the past years, and given courses over a broad range of topics.
Related and a necessary complement to teaching courses is the supervision of Bachelor,
Master and PhD thesis projects. During my extended stays with and short-term visits to
MEMPHYS I was always impressed by the high standards that MEMPHYS faculty pursue
to pass on to their students. The result is a ‘training on the job’ in how to become a successful professional scientist and researcher, that is greatly appreciated by virtually every
student that has worked with MEMPHYS for some time; the joint student letter in support
of Per Lyngs Hansen may serve to document that aspect as well. Aren’t the abilities to
motivate and to inspire students qualities that a university should want to embrace, despite
the fact that these qualities are difficult to quantify?
Why should SDU then want to fire outstanding lecturers, teachers, and student supervisors?
In addition to research and teaching, there is one branch of activities at MEMPHYS that,
I think, is rarely encountered in the same breadth at other places in academia, whether in
Denmark or abroad: Outreach to the general public, or publicization of science. While all

– 4 of 5 –

faculty members at MEMPHYS have participated in these activities to a varying degree, it is
undeniably Ole Mouritsen who was and is the driving force behind all outreach activities,
whether in the area of soft matter physics and biophysics, or – more recently – in the science
of food (‘gastrophysics’). He has written several books on various aspects of food science in
the context of cooking, which were praised and awarded prizes by book critics, have found
the approval of public audiences, and were recognized by professionals to support the case
of gastronomy in Denmark. As a consequence of these endeavours, Ole Mouritsen was
awarded the National Prize for Science Communication, and the University of Southern
Denmark Award for Research Communication (both in 2007). In 2014 the national center
‘SMAGforLIVET’ (funded by Nordea Fonden) was inaugurated with Ole Mouritsen as
director, and a ‘GastroLab’ established at SDU where the scientific basis of flavor, taste, and
cooking techniques is experimentally explored, and hands-on courses for pupils and students
held. I think SDU should be proud to support these activities.
Why should SDU then want to fire an outstanding publicizer of science?
Surely many of the personal qualities that I touched on above are difficult to quantify.
Quantitative measures like the number of publications per time, scientific scitation indices,
number of given courses and supervised student projects, number of students that successfully end their studies with a Bachelor or Master degree, and revenue generated for the
university by means of overheads on external project funding are for obvious reasons
attractive for evaluating the ‘merits’ of an academic employee. I fully understand that the
university has to make ends meet, so the economic viability of the supported research
activities (in terms of revenue from external funding, and from the number of awarded
BSc/MSc degrees) is of central importance for the continued existence of SDU. MEMPHYS
as a center of excellence, funded by The Danish National Research Foundation (Danmarks
Grundforskningsfond) from 2001 till 2011 (i.e., for the maximum time of ten years), has
generated considerable revenue for the university (not to mention that it added to the
prominence of SDU in the scientific community). It is a well-known phenomenon that
after such a long period of high-profile external funding, research-funding institutions
become increasingly hesitant to provide continued support for a group working on the same
area of research, even when the quality of their funding applications remains at the same
high level, even when the planned research projects would be worthwhile scientifically, and
would make perfect sense in the light of results obtained so far. Given all the merits of
MEMPHYS (including economic aspects), to instrumentalize a temporary lapse in revenue
from external funding as an argument for cutting back on biophysics, would be shortsighted, and would amount to giving up future returns on past investments. So, with respect
to economic viability, I think the argument of sustaining highly successful research activities
even in the difficult times of budget-cuts, should be given attention as well.
Finally, I would like to return to SDU’s plan that “three named tenured faculty within socalled ‘theoretical biophysics’, specifically the head of MEMPHYS, prof. Ole G. Mouritsen,
and professors John Hjort Ipsen and Michael Lomholt, were told [...] that one of their
positions is expected to be eliminated in the near future” (original wording of the open letter
by MEMPHYS faculty). I find that announced action of SDU’s administration remarkable
indeed, for two reasons:
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First, the labeling of that group of professors as ‘theoretical’ biophysicists does not reflect
reality: It is true that at DTU in the early 1990s Ole Mouritsen’s group started with
simulations of biomembrane model systems. However, prof. Mouritsen was the driving
force behind extending the group’s research activities into the experimental domain. Still at
DTU, the group grew quickly, and more and more different experimental techniques were
put into service. And so it continued after Ole Mouritsen had moved to SDU in 2001.
In fact, many more experimental than theoretical/simulational studies have been conducted
(and published) since then, and accordingly many more experimental than theoretical BSc,
MSc, and PhD thesis projects have been co-supervised by that group of ‘theoretical’
biophysicists. Given these facts, it would be grotesque (and border to one-dimensional
thinking) to apply the label ‘theoretical’ biophysics to the researchers in question, only to
target them for getting fired. I hope that designation was just an erroneous lapse.
Second, it seems highly unusual in a case of dismissal due to the implementation of budget
cuts, for the employer to give the impression (or so it could be seen) that the targeted
employees could sort it out among themselves who is to leave voluntarily. What at first
glance might appear as an ingratiating move by the employer, could in fact be rather the
opposite. In case it is really the intention to give the three targeted employees a choice, it
would exert unacceptable pressure on prof. Mouritsen: While he cannot easily be dismissed
due to his ‘tjenestemand’ status, he might, with his distinguished academic career slowly
approaching retirement, feel pressed to quit prematurely in order to ensure his two younger
colleagues’ continuing employment.
I know that Ole Mouritsen never hesitates to voice concerns about methods and organization of research and teaching when he thinks he might have a point, and to engage in open
discussions about these subjects. And I guess this is not always met with enthusiasm by
everyone, and some might even see him as kind of a ‘thorn in the flesh’ of SDU’s administration. Nevertheless, I think that SDU should bear that with patience and even take
pride in having someone in their ranks who is so much devoted to quality in research and
teaching. Now, I really do not want to speculate whether these cases of temporary friction
with some quarters of SDU’s administration might be a reason for some to wish that prof.
Mouritsen should not be with SDU for much longer. I do hope this is not the intention of
SDU’s administration, and therefore it might be in SDU’s best interest that even the slightest
impression is avoided that another, hidden agenda might be pursued here as well.
I conclude this letter with an appeal to you that SDU should reconsider their decisions about
cutting back on biophysics, to dissolve MEMPHYS as a SDU center, and to dismiss several
faculty members at MEMPHYS. In any case it would be best if the measures taken by SDU
in order to implement budget cuts proceed in as transparent a way as possible. A stance
along the line “We decide. We do not explain. Case closed!” might be legally admissible, but
it would not do justice to the importance of the matter and what is at stake here – the
careers of distinguished scientists, but also the reputation of Syddansk Universitet.
Yours sincerely,

c.c. The Board of Governors, SDU
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June 29, 2016
An Open Letter to:
Rector Henrik Dam
Dean Martin Zachariasen
Director Ole G. Mouritsen
My Dear Colleagues:
I am deeply disturbed at the possibility that the MEMPHYS-Center for Biomembrane Physics might face
severe cut-backs in its financing. I have followed the research of this international resource of scientific
excellence for some time, and I have often discussed its findings and discoveries with Professor Ole
Mouritsen.
The international scientific community, and indeed the field of membrane science, is highly dependent on
high-quality research of the type and scope being conducted by the MEMPHYS-Center. Now is not the
time to decrease this type of research—Our scientific and medical communities greatly benefit from the
basic research being undertaken by the MEMPHYS-Center for Biomembrane Physics.
In fact, in my own scientific career I have looked to the MEMPHYS-Center for inspiration and important
findings that promote real progress in scientific research, especially on biological membranes. New
knowledge on these basic cellular structures is vital for our understanding of biology and medicine and the
development of new therapies for chronic and acute diseases.
I urge you to think very carefully about cutbacks to this vital international program.
Sincerely,
Garth L. Nicolson, PhD, MD (H)
President, Founder & Chief Scientific Officer
Professor Emeritus of Pathology & Laboratory Medicine
Email: gnicolson@immed.org Website: www.immed.org

To

8th June 2016

Prof. R. S. Cantor
Department of Chemistry
6128 Burke Laboratory
41 College Street
Dartmouth College
Hanover, New Hampshire 03755
Subject: To support MEMPHYS and the center faculties working in the field of
membrane biophysics.
Dear Prof. Cantor,
MEMPHYS contribution in the field of membrane biophysics is remarkable with a
range of highly significant results and concepts, which have found applications
across the research fields of chemistry, biology, bioengineering, pharmacology
and medicine. The faculties of the center are known worldwide and the center has
a notable reputation among the global biophysical community. All center faculties
are renowned scientists as well as good human beings. The theoretical
biophysicists at the center: Prof. Hansen, Prof. Mouritsen, Prof. Ipsen and Prof.
Lomholt have a high reputation for education in soft matter and biophysics,
bringing together complex theories of soft and hard matter with experimental
reality. Prof. Bagatolli has been a pioneer in imaging of membrane lateral structure
by confocal fluorescence microscopy and has made major advances in the field.
Today, it is used as a standard technique in biophysical laboratories around the
world.
We hear (from Prof. Mouritsen’s letter) that the biomembrane physics research
center MEMPHYS and the research field of membrane biophysics at the
University of Southern Denmark (SDU) are going to be closed and some of the
associated eminent faculties are to be dismissed. The immediate resignation of
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the two eminent scientists Prof. Per L. Hansen and Prof. Luis A. Bagatolli came as
shocking news to biophysicists. Prof. Hansen was recently awarded to be the best
teacher at SDU and his layoff has been met with massive protest among present
and former students (letter attached). Prof. Mouritsen, Prof. Ipsen and Prof.
Lomholt have been notified that their position is likely to be eliminated over the
next three years. We find these news disturbing.
MEMPHYS is composed of a mix of disciplines represented by the faculties, and
an impressive instrumental park to facilitate research in all aspects of
biomembrane properties in collaboration with the international partners. The
creative atmosphere created by Prof. Ole G. Mouritsen and his coworkers at the
center have created an extensive international network for research in the field.
Membrane biophysics is a field in rapid development as it becomes increasingly
important in cell biology and other disciplines of life sciences. MEMPHYS has
strongly contributed to this development, e.g. phrases like “hydrophobic mismatch”
and “liquid ordered state” standard in textbooks today. MEMPHYS has attracted
grants of over 500 millions DKK. Thus, the faculties have been actively and
remarkably contributing to the biophysical research as well as to SDU’s economy.
After closing down the field of membrane biophysics, it won’t be possible for
membrane biophysicists (outside MEMPHYS) to collaborate or share research
proposals with the center’s faculties. Such a scenario is very likely to create a
major drawback for students and faculties who have active collaboration with
MEMPHYS

either

directly

or

indirectly,

as

in

research

everything

is

interconnected. Therefore, we find that the closure of MEMPHYS will be a major
loss for the community.
We also find the news disrespectful from the social and humanitarian perspective.
For the faculties at the age of 50-60s who would be retiring soon but on the
contrary are fired, the probability to get a new job is negligible. Center faculties
have been contributing actively in research for many years. Non-priority for such
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contributions by SDU is likely to create a deep sad impact on individuals’ personal
as well as social life because one feels humiliated despite having contributed their
whole working life in the biophysics research field.
Closing down the whole research field has severe bad consequences for the
whole biophysical community and therefore, we are seriously concerned. The fact
that the dean has refused to give any explanation and the whole process of
closing down the research field is not transparent obviously requires investigation
and thorough discussion involving the center’s faculty members. Surely, we would
appreciate if the SDU could promote thorough discussion with center faculties on
this matter before acting in haste. We believe that an alternative solution can be
found. We therefore kindly request the SDU that for the sake of its own interests
as well as the center’s faculties working in the field of membrane biophysics and
the global biophysics community it would be very helpful and kind to consider a
strategy that would not require having to close down the whole membrane
biophysics field. We strongly appeal to SDU to reconsider the decision.
Please note that our Institute Director Prof. R. Lipowsky has sent a letter on May
31st 2016 to you in which he has strongly recommended the administration of SDU
to reconsider their decision.
Thanking you,
Sincerely,
1.

Professor Dr. Reinhard Lipowsky, Reinhard.Lipowsky@mpikg.mpg.de

2.

PD Dr. habil. Rumiana Dimova, Rumiana.Dimova@mpikg.mpg.de

3.

PD Dr. habil. Christian Seidel, seidel@mpikg.mpg.de

4.

Dr. Angelo Valleriani, Angelo.Valleriani@mpikg.mpg.de

5.

Dr. Anna VilaVerde, Ana.VilaVerde@mpikg.mpg.de

6.

Dr. Tripta Bhatia, Tripta.Bhatia@mpikg.mpg.de

7.

Dr. Tom Robinson, Tom.Robinson@mpikg.mpg.de
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8.

Dr. Markus Miettinen, markus.miettinen@iki.fi

9.

Dr. Roland Knorr, Roland.Knorr@mpikg.mpg.de

10. Dr. Jan Steinkuehler, Jan.Steinkuehler@mpikg.mpg.de
11. Dr. Debjit Roy, Debjit.Roy@mpikg.mpg.de
12. Dr. Ziliang Zhao, Ziliang.Zhao@mpikg.mpg.de
13. Dr. Aparna Sreekumari, Aparna.Sreekumari@mpikg.mpg.de
14. Dr. Rikhia Ghosh, Rikhia.Ghosh@mpikg.mpg.de
15. Ms. Eleanor Ewins, Eleanor.Ewins@mpikg.mpg.de
16. Mr. Rafael Lira, Rafael.Lira@mpikg.mpg.de
17. Mr. Vasil Georgiev, Vasil.Georgiev@mpikg.mpg.de
18. Mr. Bastian Kubsch, Bastian.Kubsch@mpikg.mpg.de
19. Ms. Marzie Karimi, Marzie.Karimi@mpikg.mpg.de
20. Mr. Levan Tsereteli, Levan.Tsereteli@mpikg.mpg.de
21. Mr. Shantanu Kadam, Shantanu.Kadam@mpikg.mpg.de
22. Ms. Celine Sin, Celine.Sin@mpikg.mpg.de
23. Ms. Bahareh Kiani, Bahareh.Kiani@mpikg.mpg.de
24. Ms. Chathuri Wijekoon, Chathuri.Wijekoon@mpikg.mpg.de
From
Max Planck Institute of Colloids and Interfaces
Science Park, Golm
14476 Potsdam, Germany
http://www.mpikg.mpg.de/
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Professor Robert Cantor
Dartmouth College, University of Massachusetts Dartmouth

Lisbon, 19th July 2016
Dear Professor Cantor,

This is to express my deep surprise and concern by the decision taken by the
University of South Denmark (SDU), in relation to the future situation of MemphysCenter for Biomembrane Physics.
This research unit, is unique on this area in the way that it constituted by
scientists with different backgrounds and approaches, and is the international
reference for membrane biophysics. There will be no need to mention all their top
contributions to this area, and in addition to an outstanding faculty, the Director of
Memphys, Prof. Ole Mouritsen, attained not only international recognition, but is
recognized as a leading scientist in the Danish Science.
Although we should recognize to the Danish academic authorities the power to
define priority research areas, I have no memory that a country decides to shut down
its “Science of Excellence”, whatever the field. This is the very first time I face a
situation like this, and I have been experienced in science policy in several
international boards. In addition, we should consider that the research carried out at
Memphys has direct applications in many fields, from health to soft matter
development.
My apologies since this letter is sent with delay due to a problem with my mail.
This is an updated version of the previous one. Please feel free to convey this letter to
the relevant authorities within Danish science, and also my solidarity to my Danish
colleagues, due to a situation that I would never imagined as possible in Scandinavia.

Also, within my contacts in the international scientific boards, I will mention
this regrettable situation, and will look for further support.
Sincerely,

(Prof. Manuel Prieto)
-Member of the Executive Committee and Past-President of EBSA (European
Biophysical Societies’ Association)
- Member of the Scientific Committee of Science Europe (PYCHEMA) (2013-2015)
-Faculty Member of the UNESCO Chair of Biophysics and Molecular Neurobiology
(Argentina)
-Member of the Scientific Committee for Exact Sciences (CCCEE) of FCT (Portugal)
-Member of the Council of IUPAB (International Union of Pure and Applied
Biophysics)(2005-2011).

Prof. Manuel Prieto
Centro de Química-Física Molecular
Complexo Interdisciplinar, IST
Universidade de Lisboa
Av. Rovisco Pais
1049-001 Lisbon, Portugal
e-mail: manuel.prieto@ist.utl.pt
Phone: +351-21-8419219/8419248
http://web.ist.utl.pt/ist10881/

DEP ARTMENT OF MOLECU LAR BIOLOGY AND BIOC HEMISTRY

July 13, 2016
8888 University Drive
Burnaby BC V5A 1S6
Canada
T 778-782-5630
F 778-782-5583

www.sfu.ca/mbb

re: Canad ian supp ort for MEMPHYS - Cent er fo r Biomembrane Phy sic s
Dear P rof Cantor,
Thank you fo r co llectin g letters of suppo rt on behalf of Ole Mo uritse n
and MEMP HYS.
Here are th ree statemen ts, fro m myself, my postdoctoral fello w Dr.
Sherry Le ung and my colleague Martin J. Zu ckerman n , Adju nct P rofe ssor
of P h ysic s a t S FU and P rof. E meritus, McGill . My fo rmer postdo cto ra l
fello w Dr Ya -Wei Hsueh, now a pro fessor in P h ysics at Nationa l Cen tral
University, Jong -Li, Taiwan , also adds h er strong endorsemen t of
MEMP HYS.
Before I d iscu ss the in fluence of O le and MEMP HYS on my researc h
career, I wou ld lik e to briefly state , for th e benefit o f an y sen ior
unive rsity ad min istrato rs that ma y read this, that B ioph ysics is a
sophistica ted in terdisciplin ary avenue of inqu iry. It is no t an area th at
young studen ts k now abou t, typ ically, b ut it d oes tend to attract e xce llent
senio r stude nts.
I first me t Ole when I was a postdoc with th e late Myer Blo o m a t the
University o f BC in the late 1980 s (befo re Ole wen t to SDU ). He had a
wonderfu lly encou rag in g manner and was interested in hearing abou t
eve ryone 's research p ro jects. This was inspirin g and mo tivating fo r ou r
group o f studen ts and p ostdocto ral fellows. Ole not only listened
attentive ly b ut p laced o ur wo rk in the b roader contex t s of bo th
funda menta l ph ysics p h eno mena and fundamen tal biolog ical p rope rtie s of
me mb ranes. Ole visited UBC regularly and on each occasion my re spe c t
and ad miration for him grew. He is a vision ar y.
Ole 's c rea tio n, MEMP HYS, has had a big impact on my research and on
tha t of my stud ents. MEMPHYS brings togeth er experts in d ive rse
aspec ts o f me mb rane p h ysics and is a un ique research cen ter wo rldwide.
As a fa irly n ew assistant p rofesso r at Simon Fraser University I
reco mmended my most outstand ing un dergrad u ate research assista nt,
Amy Ro wat, to pursue her docto rate at MEMP HYS. She is no w on th e
facu lty of In tegrative B i olo g y at UC LA. I visited ME MP HYS on several
occasions and the spirit and excitemen t for discovery the group exh ib ited
was so me th ing I had n ever exp erienced befo re.
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It was a tre mendou s co up for SDU to attract MEMP HYS to Odense. The
group con tinued its p attern of excellence an d innovation in the n ew
surro undings. Recently one of my b est doctoral studen ts, Sherry Leun g,
spent se ve ra l mo nth s working at MEMP HYS conducting 2 photon
fluo rescence experimen ts on giant unilamellar vesicles d isp laying pha se
coexiste nce, with the support and supervision of Luis Bagatolli and
Jonathan Bre wer as well as Ole . Here is h er statement o f support :

"I am extremely troubled to hear that the world renowned MEMPHYS is facing significant budget
cuts, and that multiple senior scientists and vital administrative staff are being fired. I spent two 4
month periods at MEMPHYS to conduct research as a part of my PhD in Canada. I found the
gathering of multiple lipid membrane researchers in one place very conducive to collaboration and
sharing of resources. Nowhere else would a lipid scientist have a more productive hallway
conversation. As a student, I found it beneficial to be exposed to researchers interested in different
lipid research questions and using different techniques, all within a short time frame and with ease
(no traveling necessary). The equipment available at MEMPHYS was also amazing. My time at
MEMPHYS was extremely productive and invaluable. MEMPHYS is a central hub for membrane
biophysics: researchers from near and far visit MEMPHYS to collaborate and discuss all things
lipids. By taking apart this central hub, SDU is not only hurting themselves, but impacting the
global scientific community."
Finally, here is a statement from my long time colleague, Martin Zuckermann:
We have been informed that the administration of the Faculty of Science at the University
of Southern Denmark (SDU) intends to close MEMPHYS-Center for Biomembrane
Physics due to cutbacks of research funding by the Danish Government. Furthermore
two internationally renowned scientists affiliated with MEMPHYS, Professor Luis Bagatolli
and Professor Per Lyngs Hansen, are in the process of being fired. Further reduction both
of staff with MEMPHYS and faculty associated with MEMPHYS is expected. The closure
of MEMPHYS and the sacking of its faculty will be a blow to research in Biomembrane
Physics since MEMPHYS is internationally recognized as a world leader in biophysics.
I have been an associate member of MEMPHYS since its founding and have had the
great pleasure of closely collaborating with its director, Professor Ole G.Mouritsen, and
several of its associated faculty and students. My graduate students, postdoctoral fellows
and I myself have benefited greatly from this collaboration particularly as Ole assisted in
the supervision of several of the students. I have always been highly impressed by the
broadness and depth of the research work at MEMPHYS and with the international
recognition accorded to its director. In fact I was happy to hear that Ole was recently
awarded the DuPont prize in food science. Only three such prizes were awarded, one of
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them to a researcher at the University of Chicago. I am both surprised and shocked that
SDU would close a Center which has enhanced the university’s reputation both nationally
and internationally.
The use of the term, “theoretical biophysicist”, which the SDU administration uses to
designate some of the faculty members which it intends to fire, is misleading. I (MJZ) was
also the director of a multi-disciplinary Centre for the Physics of Materials which was
embedded in the Department of Physics at McGill University and its members were
physicists, chemists or mathematicians. These were also faculty members of their various
departments and promotions or firings were based on their individual ratings in teaching,
administration and research in their branch of science. For example Per Lyngs is a
theoretical physicist who at present applies his expertise to biophysics but could easily
do research in many other subfields of condensed matter physics (polymer physics,
colloids etc.). The term “theoretical biophysicist” does not adequately cover his
professional expertise and this is also the case with other members of MEMPHYS.
The 4 of u s - myself, P rofs Zuc kermann and H sueh, an d Dr Leung repre sen t just a small fraction of the Can adian bioph ysicists that ha ve
been grate fu l fo r Ole Mouritsen 's ability to foster a co mmun ity of
brillian t research ers in to memb rane ph ysics.
The disman tling of ME MP HYS is, qu ite simp ly, a traged y.
Since rel y,

Jenifer Thewalt
Professor, MBB and Physics, SFU
Adjunct Prof., Dept. of Dermatology and Skin Science, UBC

Department of Physics
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213-3890
(412) 268-2764

May 27, 2016

To whom it may concern:
I was saddened by the recent decisions in Denmark to cut funding for the MEMPHYS.
This center acts like a lightning rod for membrane biophysics. It attracts premier
scientists from all over the world to visit and work with scientists in Odense. In fact, I
had this great privilege in 2006, when I gave a talk at the MEMPHYS on my research in
membrane/HIV peptide interactions. I was impressed with the interest of faculty and
students, and with the quality of the questions. The MEMPHYS sets a shining example
to the rest of the membrane biophysics community, some of whom have tried to replicate
its success.
I would like to suggest to the current Danish government that it is shortsighted to cut
down on funding, in particular basic research. Basic research is the cornerstone of all
translational science. Basic molecular interactions must be understood, both at the
experimental and the theoretical level, before they can be modulated into drugs. To layoff tenured faculty, who have earned their right to remain at university through their
many publications and teaching efforts, seems irrational and frankly, unethical. It is also
worrying that the administration at SDU is cutting back on biophysics. This unique
branch of science explores the interrelation between physics and biology; a view of
biological processes that explores very quantitatively how the laws of nature are involved
in biological mechanisms. Not only are experimentalists valued, but the theoreticians
who evaluate their experiments and conceive of models to explain experimental
phenomena are crucial to the success of these studies.
I implore you to reconsider the drastic cuts that were communicated to us by MEMPHYS
director, Prof. Ole Mouritsen. You will be quenching the shining star of the University of
S. Denmark.
Sincerely,

Stephanie Tristram-Nagle
Research Professor, Biological Physics
Carnegie Mellon University, 412-268-3174
http://www.cmu.edu/biolphys/jfstn

LEHRSTUHL FÜR
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Prof. Dr. Matthias Weiss
Universität Bayreuth • 95440 Bayreuth

To

Postanschrift:
Universität Bayreuth
95440 Bayreuth

Prof. Robert S. Cantor
Dept. Chemistry
Dartmouth College
USA

Gebäude: NW I
Universitätsstraße 30
95447 Bayreuth
Telefon: 0921 / 55 - 2500
Telefax: 0921 / 55 - 2521
Internet: http://www.ep1.uni-bayreuth.de
e-mail: matthias.weiss@uni-bayreuth.de

29.06.2016
Support statement for MEMPHYS
Dear Robert,
with considerable surprise I have learnt that SDU is aiming to close down the MEMPHYSCenter for Biomembrane Physics despite its high international reputation and impact in a
central field of biophysics. I am even more amazed that renowned tenured scientists of
SDU/MEMPHYS with superb and internationally competitive profiles have received warnings
that they might be fired soon. In my view, SDU's decision and mode of action not only
damages a successful scientific environment but it also signals to younger scientists that
pursuing a career at SDU is a risky endeavor once their field of research is deemed
dispensable. I hope that SDU officials will reconsider their decision.
Best regards

Matthias Weiss

June 1, 2016
It is with profound concern that I have read a letter circulated by Prof. Ole Mouritsen about
funding cuts that will profoundly affect the functioning of MEMPHYS Institute at SDU by
firing most of its best tenured staff. I met you there when I was doing my first postdoc in
2005-2006 under the supervision of Prof. Luis Bagatolli. I learned there how to use a two
photon-microscope to study skin structure and penetration of topical formulations through
the skin. I carefully described, from a biophysical standpoint, a new structure in thick
mammal skin that up to that point had been described as "existent in mice, but properties,
histology, functions unknown". My work (Carrer D.C., Vermehren C., Bagatolli L. A. (2008)
Pig skin structure and transdermal delivery of liposomes: a two photon microscopy
study. J. Controlled Release, Issue 1, 24 November, 132: 12-20) was deemed good
enough to be published in the cover of one of the best journals in the area and has since
been cited 62 times, including in reviews that describe our findings as the consensus
structure of mammal (including human) epidermis (Baroli, B. Rev. Pharm. Science, (2010)
99: 21-50; Klang V. et al (2011) Skin Pharmacol. Physiol. 24: 256; Wong R. et al. (2016)
Experimental Dermatology, 25:92).
This work is the perfect example of how the coexistence of technical expertise, the proper
equipment and funding, a good research environment, a good mentoring and a basic
approach to science, that looks at nature with eyes full of curiosity, not worring if the
results will be immediately applicable to technology or not, is the best way to do research.
You start just curious, you end up anywhere. Most of the time, with the above conditions,
you end up in good, useful, open-minding places.
If you can please let this letter be known to someone in authority, I would like to explain
the three reasons why I think basic science should always be funded and supported:
-Because only properly trained basic scientists are good university teachers.
-Because technology cannot advance without the discoveries of basic science.
-Because basic science, at its core, is as fundamental to the human soul as any other
form of art. It is one of the things that makes us humans.
In times of trouble, a government should let the private sector finance technology.
Because no-one else will fund basic science. As with health, education, justice, art, public
transportation, national security, the funding of universities and institues where basic
science is conducted is one of the reasons why the state EXISTS. Otherwise, if it does not
give the population that supports it the opportunity to become the best person they can
become; the state is rendered meaningless as a force of progress. People can then only
sit back, fend each for him/herself, and let the country run slowly back into a situation
where only the very rich can fulfill their dreams and potential. I am sure, from what little I
came to know of Denmark during my two-year stay there, that this is not the Danish spirit.
Quite the contrary.
Regards,
Dolores Carrer
--

Dr. Dolores C. Carrer
Assistant Professor
Instituto Ferreyra
INIMEC-CONICET
CC 389
5000, Córdoba
Argentina

ATI  Tassilostrasse 3, 82131 Gauting, Germany

Prof. Dr. Henrik Dam, Rector
Prof. Dr. Martin Zachariasen ,Dean of Science,
University of the Southern Denmark (USD)
Campusvej 55, 5230 Odense M
Denmark

Gauting, July 2, 2016

Your Excellency, Rector of USD, your Magnificency, Dean of Science
Prof. Dam and Prof. Zachariasen,
I was shocked and devastated by receipt of the news relating to the prospective trimming, or even closing-down, the highly respected MEMPHYS research group in
Denmark.
It is impossible to align such a move with the outstanding productivity record of the
group, which contributed very significantly to present understanding of membrane
physics, inspired practically important innovations, and is likely to continue doing this
also in future, sufficient funding allowing. It is moreover unreasonable as well as
inhumane to make members of the group redundant, given their high level of current
activity and long history of scientific achievements. Sacking any of them could also not
be reconciled with their individual research profile and excellent reputation.
I am hence strongly objecting to the announced cuts, endorsing the MEMPHYS group
members’ effort to prevent them, and asking you to do your best to support such an
effort and reverse the planned, lamentable restructuring, in the hope that this note of
mine will assist such your endeavour.
Sincerely,

Dr. Gregor Cevc
Ex-Professor of Biophysics at the Technical University of Munich
Chairman of the Advanced Treatments Institute group
Board Member of the University of Nova Gorica
cc

Prof. Dr. Robert Cantor, Dartmouth College

Advanced Treatments Institute (Prof. Dr. G. Cevc, Chairman), Tassilostrasse 3, 82131 Gauting, Germany
T: +49 (0)89 89 35 57 71  F: +49 (0)89 90 36 50 7  E: info@advanced-treatments.org

May	
  30,	
  2016
I	
  was	
  shocked	
  and	
  dismayed	
  to	
  read	
  Prof	
  Ole	
  Mouritsen’s	
  open	
  le@er	
  regarding	
  the	
  plan	
  
of	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Southern	
  Denmark	
  to	
  close	
  down	
  their	
  MEMPHYS-‐Center	
  for	
  
Biomembrane	
  Physics.
For	
  the	
  last	
  14	
  years	
  I’ve	
  been	
  collaboraPng	
  with	
  Danish	
  scienPsts	
  in	
  the	
  ﬁeld	
  of	
  
membrane	
  biophysics,	
  predominantly	
  with	
  Prof	
  Flemming	
  Cornelius	
  at	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  
Aarhus,	
  but	
  since	
  last	
  year	
  also	
  with	
  Dr	
  Himanshu	
  Khandelia	
  at	
  the	
  MEMPHYS	
  Center.
	
  
Based	
  on	
  my	
  own	
  experience,	
  	
  the	
  ﬁeld	
  of	
  membrane	
  biophysics	
  is	
  one	
  in	
  which	
  Denmark	
  
is	
  a	
  major	
  strength	
  internaPonally.	
  The	
  contribuPons	
  of	
  Denmark	
  to	
  the	
  advancement	
  of	
  
scienPﬁc	
  knowledge	
  in	
  membrane	
  biophysics	
  are	
  in	
  my	
  opinion	
  on	
  a	
  par	
  with	
  those	
  of	
  the	
  
USA	
  and	
  Germany,	
  in	
  spite	
  of	
  Denmark	
  being	
  a	
  much	
  smaller	
  country.	
  I	
  ﬁnd	
  it	
  
inconceivable	
  that	
  a	
  University	
  administraPon	
  would	
  contemplate	
  cuXng	
  a	
  research	
  area	
  
where	
  it	
  is	
  such	
  a	
  strong	
  internaPonal	
  player.	
  It	
  was	
  not	
  that	
  long	
  ago,	
  in	
  1997,	
  that	
  the	
  
whole	
  of	
  Denmark	
  rejoiced	
  in	
  the	
  award	
  of	
  the	
  Nobel	
  Prize	
  for	
  Chemistry	
  to	
  Jens	
  ChrisPan	
  
Skou	
  from	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Aarhus.	
  Those	
  not	
  working	
  in	
  the	
  area	
  may	
  not	
  be	
  aware,	
  but	
  
Professor	
  Skou	
  spent	
  virtually	
  his	
  enPre	
  career	
  working	
  in	
  the	
  area	
  of	
  membrane	
  
biophysics,	
  and	
  the	
  Nobel	
  Prize	
  can	
  be	
  seen	
  as	
  a	
  recogniPon,	
  not	
  only	
  of	
  his	
  achievement,	
  
but	
  of	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  Danish	
  research	
  in	
  biophysics	
  in	
  general.
	
  
I	
  feel	
  that	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  a	
  tragedy,	
  not	
  just	
  for	
  Danish	
  biophysics,	
  but	
  also	
  for	
  the	
  
internaPonal	
  biophysics	
  community,	
  if	
  the	
  MEMPHYS	
  center	
  were	
  closed.	
  I	
  certainly	
  wish	
  
to	
  conPnue	
  my	
  collaboraPon	
  with	
  Dr	
  Khandelia,	
  whose	
  theorePcal	
  experPse	
  
complements	
  our	
  own	
  experimental	
  studies.	
  The	
  faciliPes	
  he	
  has	
  available	
  at	
  the	
  
MEMPHYS	
  Center	
  allow	
  detailed	
  molecular	
  explanaPons	
  to	
  be	
  found	
  for	
  our	
  experimental	
  
observaPons.	
  This	
  is	
  indeed	
  typical	
  for	
  biophysics	
  research	
  as	
  a	
  whole.	
  Experimental	
  and	
  
theorePcal	
  studies	
  must	
  go	
  hand	
  in	
  hand,	
  and	
  basic	
  fundamental	
  research	
  of	
  the	
  type	
  
provided	
  by	
  biophysicists	
  is	
  crucial	
  to	
  the	
  deep	
  understanding	
  of	
  biological	
  processes	
  
necessary	
  for	
  major	
  advances	
  in	
  biology	
  and	
  medicine.	
  I	
  sincerely	
  hope	
  that	
  the	
  
University	
  of	
  Southern	
  Denmark	
  reconsiders	
  and	
  instead	
  decides	
  to	
  conPnue	
  to	
  support	
  
Denmark’s	
  strong	
  tradiPon	
  and	
  internaPonal	
  reputaPon	
  in	
  biophysics.
	
  
Yours	
  sincerely,
Ronald	
  Clarke	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Dr	
  Ronald	
  J.	
  Clarke
Associate	
  Professor
School	
  of	
  Chemistry
University	
  of	
  Sydney
Sydney	
  NSW	
  2006
Australia
Tel.	
  +61	
  2	
  9351	
  4406
Fax	
  +61	
  2	
  9351	
  3329

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
   	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
May	
  29th,	
  2016	
  
	
  
To:	
  
Dean	
  of	
  Science	
  	
  
Martin	
  Zachariasen	
  
	
  
Dear	
  sir:	
  
	
  
This	
   is	
   to	
   express	
   my	
   deep	
   concern	
   about	
   the	
   closure	
   of	
   Memphys	
   Institute	
   in	
  
Biophysics	
  and	
  the	
  possibility	
  that	
  well-‐known	
  scientists	
  such	
  as	
  Ole	
  Mouritsen	
  
and	
  Luis	
  Bagatolli	
  among	
  others	
  could	
  be	
  fired.	
  
	
  
If	
  this	
  happens	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  a	
  great	
  loss	
  for	
  the	
  international	
  scientific	
  community,	
  
not	
   only	
   in	
   Biophysics	
   but	
   also	
   in	
   human	
   health,	
   nanobiotechnology	
   and	
   new	
  
material	
  sciences.	
  
	
  
I	
   urge	
   you	
   to	
   assay	
   alternatives	
   in	
   order	
   to	
   overcome	
   the	
   present	
   economical	
  
problems	
   without	
   taking	
   extreme	
   decisions	
   that	
   affect	
   individuals	
   and	
   working	
  
groups.	
   I	
   am	
   sure	
   that	
   there	
   are	
   government	
   areas	
   that	
   may	
   contribute	
   on	
   this	
  
possibility.	
  
	
  
The	
  reduction	
  of	
  funds	
  for	
  science	
  is	
  very	
  expensive	
  at	
  long	
  times	
  and	
  dangerous	
  
for	
   the	
   future	
   of	
   a	
   country.	
   Formation	
   of	
   human	
   resources	
   takes	
   years	
   and	
   its	
  
recovery	
   is	
   very	
   hard	
   and	
   most	
   of	
   the	
   times	
   nearly	
   impossible.	
   Believe	
   me,	
   we	
  
have	
  had	
  very	
  sad	
  experiences	
  in	
  Argentina	
  due	
  to	
  this	
  policy.	
  
	
  
I	
   am	
   forwarding	
   this	
   letter	
   to	
   the	
   members	
   of	
   the	
   Biophysical	
   Society	
   of	
  
Argentina	
  inviting	
  them	
  to	
  express	
  their	
  solidarity	
  to	
  our	
  colleages	
  at	
  Memphys	
  
	
  
Sincerely	
  yours	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Prof.	
  Dr.	
  !E	
  Aníbal	
  Disalvo	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Laboratory	
  of	
  Biointerphases	
  and	
  Biomimetic	
  Systems	
  
Centro	
  de	
  Investigación	
  y	
  Transferencia	
  de	
  Santiago	
  del	
  Estero	
  
Argentina	
  

June 1, 2016
I was shocked to read the open letter in which Ole Mouritsen
explained the plans by the Danish government and the University
of Southern Denmark to cut down funding for basic research,
and to close MEMPHYS, respectively. MEMPHYS has always
been regarded as a leading European center for Soft Matter
Physics, and certainly as one of the best places in Denmark
to do this kind of research. I was even more shocked to read
that there are plans to fire well-established and well-reputed
scientists. I can hardly believe that such a move can help to
advance the reputation of the university - just on the contrary.
I therefore can only join the group of scientists who urge the
university to re-think these plans.
Yours sincerely
Burkhard Duenweg
Senior Staff Scientist
Max Planck Institute for Polymer Research
Mainz
Germany

May 27, 2016

To	
  whom	
  it	
  may	
  concern:
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  I	
  was	
  surprised	
  and	
  saddened	
  to	
  learn	
  of	
  the	
  closing	
  of	
  the	
  MEMPHYSCenter for Biomembrane Physics and the down-sizing of its faculty. The
MEMPHYS-Center for Biomembrane Physics is a world renown institution
that has made major contributions to our understanding of biological
membranes. Basic research is the foundation of technological
developments resulting in economic gains as a result of advances in many
fields of science, engineering and medicine. A successful institution should
not be closed down or down-sized. It would take many years to rebuild
what would be lost, and this may not even be possible to do.
Sincerely,

	
  
Richard	
  M.	
  Epand
Department	
  of	
  Biochemistry	
  and	
  Biomedical	
  Sciences
McMaster	
  University	
  Health	
  Sciences	
  Centre,	
  Room	
  4H-‐28
1280	
  Main	
  Street	
  West
Hamilton,	
  ON	
  L8S	
  4K1
Canada
Tel.:	
  905-‐525-‐9140	
  Ext.	
  22073
FAX:	
  905-‐521-‐1397
URL:	
  hWp://home.cogeco.ca/~repand/
	
  

FACULTAD DE MEDICINA - UNIVERSIDAD DE LA REPUBLICA

Departamento de Biofísica

Montevideo, May 29th 2016
Administrative Board of the University of Southern Denmark
Faculty of Science
With deep pain, we have recently got the news concerning that prestigious academics and
teachers in Biophysics have been or are on the track of being laid off, due to the economical
reduction in support by the Danish government to Denmark Universities.
In our humble opinion, we think that this situation of government cut backs, is being wrongly
handled. You have to take into account many issues and we are expressing just few reasons below
A - It takes many years for the formation of an academic in Biophysics, which in turn will
potentiate the formation of other academics in the future. As such, recovering from a situation as the
one you are developing, may take many years to repair, as the constitution of each of these
researchers and their groups, takes many years to settle anywhere in the world. The line of action
you are pursuing it is not just about laying off people, it is about laying off knowledge and a track
that the University of Southern Denmark has successfully achieved during these years.
B – Biophysics is an interdisciplinary science. Researchers in Biophysics can work
successfully in any biological related area from math, physics and engineering to molecular biology,
nanotechnology and biotechnology. As Biophysics covers so many topics, there are not many
Biophysicists around the world. It is estimated that the amount of Biophysicists in our planet, it´s
about 10.000 researchers. .That is why, there is a great demand worldwide for this type of research.
It sounds absurd then, that when you have them there, you cut this line of work with the academics
behind it.
C – A University is about creating and transmitting knowledge from generation to
generation. Academics and students are the main reason for being a University. If you have to cut
costs, it is unhealthy to “kill the roots and foundation” of what Universities are. Because of that,
universities in Denmark should join and express strongly their point of view to the Danish
government, against cutting back funds in education. It´s a suicidal policy. If the government has to
cut funds, there will be alternatives to do this for sure.
Taking all these arguments into account is that we suggest/ask you, not to pursue this lay off
policy while adopting an alternative way of the Universities negotiating with the government all the
cut backs that Denmark is apparently needing.
Sincerely,
-Gonzalo Ferreira de Mattos (MD, MSc, PhD) - Associate Professor of the Department of
Biophysics – Ion Channels Laboratory Director Faculty of Medicine – Universidad de la República
– Montevideo – URUGUAY
-Academics and Personnel from the Department of Biophysics.
________________________________________________________________________________
Avda. Gral. Flores 2125
Teléfono: (598) 2924 3414 int. 3203 o 3236
Montevideo CP 11800
URUGUAY

Dr Laurence SALOMÉ, PhD
CNRS Research Director
Group leader Membrane and DNA Dynamics
at Institut de Pharmacologie et Biologie Structurale
205, route de Narbonne
31077 TOULOUSE cedex 4 - FRANCE

Toulouse, June 27th, 2016

Director of the CNRS GDR Physique de la Cellule au Tissu

To Dr Robert S. Cantor
Dartmouth College
Hanover, NH, USA

Dear colleague,
The news of the closure of the MEMPHYS center and the loss of their positions by several
distinguished colleagues is a real shock.
On behalf of the French Research Group “Physique de la Cellule au Tissu” gathering
about 70 research teams listed here after, I write here to express our strongest support
to our colleagues of the MEMPHYS center. They are all internationally renowned and
recognized for their major and insightful contributions in the field of biological
membranes.
We hope that the announced decisions of closing the MEMPHYS center will be
reconsidered by the administration of the Faculty of Science of the University of Southern
Denmark (SDU) and we encourage them to do so. This institute is unique and constitutes
a real treasure of which Denmark should be proud, instead of squandering it.
Please feel free to communicate this letter to the administration of SDU.

Laurence Salomé

PS : List of the research teams affiliated to the GDR Physique de la Cellule au Tissu
Equipe
Physique du vivant
Biofluidique
Matière Molle
Théorie
Hydrodynamique
Polarité Division et Morphogenèse
Bases mécaniques et moléculaires de l'adhérence et
la migration cellulaires
Mécanismes Moléculaires du Transport
Intracellulaire

Laboratoire
Matière et Systèmes Complexes
Matière et Systèmes Complexes
Matière et Systèmes Complexes
Matière et Systèmes Complexes
Matière et Systèmes Complexes
Institut Curie
Institut Curie

Ville
Paris
Paris
Paris
Paris
Paris
Paris
Paris

Institut Curie

Paris

Approches physiques de phénomènes biologiques

Physico-chimie Curie

Paris

Membranes et fonctions Cellulaires
Imagerie et contrôle optique de l'organisation
cellulaire

Physico-chimie Curie
Physico-chimie Curie

Paris
Paris

Biomimétisme du mouvement cellulaire
Microscopie moléculaire des Membranes
Architecture moléculaire et macromoléculaire des
fluides organisés et des interfaces
Dynamique de l'ARN et systèmes biomoléculaires
Macromolécules et Microsystèmes en Biologie et en
Médecine (MMBM)

Physico-chimie Curie
Physico-chimie Curie
Physico-chimie Curie

Paris
Paris
Paris

Physico-chimie Curie
Physico-chimie Curie

Paris
Paris

Mécanique et génétique du développement
embryonnaire et tumoral
Mécano-sensibilité active des cellules ciliées de
l'oreille interne
Physicobiologie aux mésoéchelles
Physique du cytosquelette et fonctions
membranaires

Physico-chimie Curie

Paris

Physico-chimie Curie

Paris

Physico-chimie Curie
Physico-chimie Curie

Paris
Paris

Physique et mécanique des Milieux
hétérogènes PMMH - ESPCI
Laboratoire Gulliver - ESPCI
Laboratoire des Biomolécules
Institut Mondor de Recherche Biomédicale

Paris
Paris
Paris
Paris

Trafic membranaire et morphogenèse neuronale et
épithéliale

Institut Jacques Monod

Paris

Cell Adhesion & Mechanics

Institut Jacques Monod
Cell Polarity, Migration and Cancer Institut Pasteur

Paris
Paris

Pôle Microfluidique
Chimie Biophysique
Théorie non-linéaire des instabilités
Surfaces Moléculaires Organisées

ENS Chimie
ENS Chimie
Laboratoire de Physique Statistique - ENS
Laboratoire de Physique Statistique - ENS

Paris
Paris
Paris
Paris

Biophysique Cellulaire
Laboratoire Physico Chimie Théorique
Analyses, Interactions Moléculaires et Cellulaires
Biomécanique Cellulaire et Respiratoire

Dynamique du Cytosquelette
Ciliogénèse et ciliopathies hépatiques
Systèmes désordonnés, matière molle et interface
physique-biologie
Structure et dynamique d’objets biologiques
autoassemblés
Mécanique et Systèmes Vivants
Génie Cellulaire et Cardiovasculaire
Biophysique de l’Adhésion et du Cytosquelette

Laboratoire d’Enzymologie et Biochimie
Structurales
Signalisation Calcique et Interactions
Cellulaires dans le Foie
Laboratoire de Physique Théorique et
Modèles Statistiques
Laboratoire de Physique des Solides

Gif-surYvette
Orsay

Orsay
Orsay
Palaiseau

Laboratoire de Mécanique des Solides Ecole Polytechnique
Laboratoire d'Hydrodynamique LadHyX Palaiseau
Ecole Polytechnique
Interdisciplinary Institute for Neuroscience Bordeaux

L2PN - Institut d'Optique
L2PN - Institut d'Optique
Dynamique des systèmes Adhesifs et Differenciation Institut Albert Bonniot

Bordeaux
Bordeaux
Grenoble

Materiaux, Optique et Techniques Instrumentales
pour le Vivant
Thermodynamique et Biophysique des Petits
Systèmes
Interfaces between Materials and Biological Matter

Laboratoire Interdisciplinaire de Physique
LIPhy
Institut Néel

St Martin
d'Hères
Grenoble

LMGP

Grenoble

Micronanotechnologies for Health care
Physics of Cell Cytoskeleton and Morphogenesis

LTM
Laboratoire de Physiologie cellulaire et
végétale - iRTSV

Grenoble
Grenoble

Dynamique des Réseaux Biologiques
Dynamique du Stress en Cellules Vivantes
Cellular Microbiology and Physics of Infection
Matter and Complexity
Régulation de la Masse Musculaire et Désordres
Métaboliques
Biophysics and development
Assembly of chromatin and ribosome biogenesis
Polymers for Fluorescence Imaging in Infectiology
Chromatin and Retroviral Integration
Dynamics of swimming bacteria in the vicinity of
surfaces
Physics to study the living
Biophysique
Modeling Biological macromolecules (MOBI
Architecture et dynamique des tissus épithéliaux

Laboratoire de Physique des Lasers,
Atomes, Molécules

Lille

Laboratoire de Physique des Lasers,
Atomes, Molécules
Insitut Pasteur Lille
Laboratoire de Physique - ENS Lyon
Laboratoire CarMeN

Lille
Lille
Lyon
Lyon

Laboratoire Joliot Curie
Laboratoire Joliot Curie
Laboratoire Joliot Curie
Laboratoire Joliot Curie
Laboratoire Joliot Curie

Lyon
Lyon
Lyon
Lyon
Lyon

Laboratoire Joliot Curie
Institut Lumière et Matière

Lyon
Lyon
Lyon

Bases Moléculaires et Structurales des
Systèmes Infectieux (BMSSI)
IBDML

Marseille

Matière Molle et Biophysique

Institut de Recherche sur les Phénomènes
Hors Equilibre IRPHE

Marseille

Biological physics, Cell rheology
BioPhyStat
Matière Molle
Biophysique de la Molécule Unique et Dynamique
Structurale des Assemblages Membranaires
Biological Physics and Systems Biology

Cinam

Marseille
Metz
Montpellier
Montpellier

Laboratoire de Dynamique des
Interactions Membranaires Normales et
Pathologiques

Montpellier

BIOTIC

Laboratoire de Mécanique et Génie Civil

Montpellier

SIGECO

Laboratoire de Mécanique et Génie Civil

Montpellier

Régulation Spatio-temporelle de la transcription

Institut de Génétique et Développement
de Rennes
Institut de Génétique et Développement
de Rennes
laboratoire de conception et application
de molécules bioactives

Rennes

Institut Carles Sadron
ISIS/IGBMC
Institut de Génétique et de Biologie
Moléculaire et Cellulaire
Laboratoire de Physique Théorique
ITAV
Institut de Pharmacologie et Biologie
Structurale
Institut de Pharmacologie et Biologie
Structurale

Strasbourg
Strasbourg
Illkirch

Institut de Pharmacologie et Biologie
Structurale

Toulouse

Ingénierie inverse de la division cellulaire
Biovectorologie
M3 : Membranes and microforces
Cell Physics
Biologie du développement & cellules souches
Physique statistique des systèmes complexes
Innovation pour l'étude de la prolifération en 3D
Différentiation et activation des phagocytes
Biophysique cellulaire
Membrane and DNA dynamics

Laboratoire Charles Coulomb
Centre de Biochimie Structurale

Rennes
Illkirch

Toulouse
Toulouse
Toulouse
Toulouse
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º
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

The undersigned, biophysicists working in Spain, know and respect the scientific
achievements performed by MEMPHYS-Centre for Biomembrane Physics along many
years. We have heard with dismay the news that, due to the Danish Government
reduction of support to its universities, the Faculty of Science at the University of
Southern Denmark (SDU) has decided to close down their MEMPHYS. We are writing
to you in the hope that this decision is reverted.
Closing down an institution that brings glory to the Danish science and nation is
incomprehensible, even more so if, as far as we know, the process of implementation of
the cuts at SDU has lacked transparency and, with due respect, and as seen from the
outside, also lacks coherence with obvious data on costs and output.
The homeland of Tycho Brahe, Niels Bohr, and Hans Christian Oersted, to name but
three of its glorious sons, does not deserve such an unfortunate decision as the SDU is
about to make. MEMPHYS-Centre for Biomembrane Physics should remain open and
thriving, continuing its activities of many years.
Bilbao, June 8, 2016

Felix M. Goñi, Professor and former Head, Biophysics Unit (CSIC-UPV/EHU).
Alicia Alonso, Professor and former Head, Biophysics Unit (CSIC-UPV/EHU).
Gorka Basañez, CSIC Scientist, Instituto Biofisika (CSIC, UPV/EHU).
Jesus Sot, Staff Scientist, Instituto Biofisika (CSIC, UPV/EHU).
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  48080	
  Bilbao	
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  94	
  601	
  25	
  42	
  	
  	
  	
  Fax:	
  94	
  601	
  33	
  60	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  e-‐mail:	
  felix.goñi@ehu.es

MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND EDUCATION OF UKRAINE

V.N. KARAZIN KHARKIV NATIONAL UNIVERSITY
61022, Kharkiv, Sbobody Sq., 4
Tel. 705-12-47, Fax (057) 705-12-48, E-mail: postmaster@univer.kharkov.ua
June 24, 2016
To Dean of the Faculty of Science
of the University of the Southern Denmark
Professor Martin Zachariasen,
to Head of the Department of Physics, Chemistry and Pharmacy
Professor Frants Lauritsen
This letter is issued to express the deepest concern about the situation with the MEMPHYS
Center for Biomembrane Physics. We know this Center as continuously making significant
contribution to world science in a number of areas, especially in the field of membrane biophysics.
Professor Ole G. Mouritsen and his colleagues professors Luis Bagatoli, Per Lyngs Hansen,
John Hjort Ipsen, Michael Lomholt and other MEMPHYS members are worldwide famous for their
unique, innovative and break-through ideas concerning both fundamental and applied aspects of
membrane structure and functioning. This is, undoubtedly, the strongest biophysical research group
in the Europe. Likewise, they are known as talented teachers, opening the door in science for many
young researchers. It will be extremely regretful and intolerable if the research and teaching
activities of Professor Mouritsen and his colleagues are suppressed by the current funding policy.
This will be not only a fatal mistake and irreplaceable loss for the world scientific community, but
also the death blow to reputation of the University of the Southern Denmark.
For the sake of science and prosperity of future generations we strongly ask to reconsider the
decision to cut the funding of the MEMPHYS Center for Biomembrane Physics.
Yours respectfully

Galyna Gorbenko
Professor of Biological Physics
Department of Nuclear and Medical Physics
V.N. Karazin Kharkiv National University
4 Svobody Sq., Kharkiv, 61022, Ukraine
Phone: +380 57 3438244
E-mail: galyna.p.gorbenko@karazin.ua

Niels Bohr Institute - University of Copenhagen
Thomas Heimburg, Professor for Biophysics
Membrane Biophysics Group
Blegdamsvej 17, DK-2100 Copenhagen Ø, Denmark
Tel: +45-353 25389
FAX: +45-353 25423
Mail: theimbu@nbi.dk Web: membranes.nbi.dk

Support Letter for the Memphys Group at the University of Southern Denmark
Copenhagen, 05.07.2016
To whom it may concern:
I have been informed that the Membrane Physics (Memphys) Group at the University of Southern
Denmark (SDU) is threatened in its very existence. I am very concerned about the news, and I am
very surprised that the leadership of SDU is not aware of the high profile of the group.
The Memphys group is a widely renowned research group with a profile that is highly visible on an
international level. When I was a young researcher, it inspired me to apply physical methods to
biological problems. As only one example of many, the Memphys group introduced statistical
thermodynamics simulations into the field of the phase behavior of membranes, and also introduced
common sense into Biophysics and Biology at multiple levels. Important parts of the conventional
wisdom in the biomembrane field are due to the research of the Memphys group. Without the
Memphys group I would not work in Denmark, and would not be the scientist I am now. Some of the
researchers at Memphys belong to the top experts in their fields and are highly quoted. The group has
received extensive funding, for example by the Danish National Research Foundation. The head of
the group, Ole Mouritsen, is the author of a very well received textbook on membranes (with L. A.
Bagatolli as a coauthor). Further, the group has attracted many international guests from all over the
world, and many foreign students. For many years, it has been a meeting point for experts in the field
of Biophysics in the spirit of Niels Bohr. The Memphys group is a prototypical example for a
working and successful research group. It is completely inconceivable that a group of such
outstanding achievements is challenged in its existence. Full professors like Luis Bagatolli who are
peers in their field are fired without any scientific justification. I am quite astonished that this is
possible.
A reconsideration of the decisions made by the leadership of SDU would be a great service to the
Sciences, and allow the University to keep some of its best researchers.

………………………………….
Thomas Heimburg

August 3, 2016
Dear Prof. Cantor,
I am very sad to learn of the cuts in research funding being implemented by the current
Danish government, which will result in the closing of MEMPHYS, the Center for
Biomembrane Physics, at the University of Southern Denmark (SDU). I recently read
Prof. Mouritsen's open letter to the biophysics community, and wished to share my
thoughts on the matter with you.
I am a native of Odense and received my degree in Physics and Mathematics from SDU
in 2005. I had the pleasure of spending a year working at MEMPHYS before leaving for
graduate school in Boston. I am currently an assistant professor of Physics in California
and still work in biophysics and soft condensed matter, and I continue to see the high
esteem in which MEMPHYS is held internationally. I am quite frankly stunned that the
University would consider closing it, even faced with budget cuts. MEMPHYS is an
internationally recognized and accomplished research center, and houses a rare
collection of world-class scientists in one place.
The closure of MEMPHYS would be a loss to the international research community, but
perhaps more so a tremendous loss to SDU and to Danish research and innovation. It
has been a topic of discussion in Denmark for as long as I can remember that Denmark
should strive to be a leader of innovation and technology, and that the country's greatest
resource is its knowledge generation. The research cutbacks and closing of MEMPHYS
in particular sends a stark and unwelcome message to the international research
community. MEMPHYS is an international community, and I am sure any of the faculty
there could choose positions at other institutions outside of Denmark. To close a world
leading research center like MEMPHYS is an irreversible loss to SDU and the country;
assembling and maintaining a research center of MEMPHYS' caliber is no small feat,
and even if research funding is later restored, the damage is done, and rebuilding would
be costly and time-consuming.
SDU Odense is lucky to house MEMPHYS, and the University should make every effort
to continue maintaining and supporting MEMPHYS. I strongly urge SDU to reconsider
the closing of MEMPHYS.
All the best,
Mikkel
-Mikkel Herholdt Jensen, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Physics
CSU Sacramento, Department of Physics and Astronomy
Office: Sequoia Hall 434 (916-278-7687)
mikkel.jensen@csus.edu
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/mikkel-jensen/2a/2b5/b55

`

São Paulo, 22 June 2016.

To prof. Robert Cantor,

Dear prof. Cantor,

On behalf of the Brazilian Biophysical Society, we would like to express our
apprehension related to the recent news on the research funding cut down made by the
Danish government, which impacted directly on the MEMPHYS-Center for Biomembrane
Physics. As a matter of fact, MEMPHYS is renowned as a Center of Excellence on
Membrane Biophysics around the world, being indeed not just recognized as generator of
high quality science, but also as promoter of human resources formation in the Biophysics
field. The outstanding skills of its faculty members have been producing new ideas and
concepts in the framework of both theory and experiments for many years in the frontier of
knowledge, thus contributing significantly to the development of Biophysics. Of course,
without basic research it is impossible to foresee any evolution in technology and new
science. Therefore, we deeply express that a possible MEMPHYS close down with
dismissing of its faculty members will be not just a great loss for the Danish science but
certainly for the whole International Biophysics Community.

Yours faithfully,

Rosangela Itri
Full professor, University of São Paulo
SBBf General Secretary

Sociedade Brasileira de Biofísica
UFRJ – IBCCF - CCS - Bloco G
Rio de Janeiro – RJ CEP: 21949-900
Tel.: (21) 2562-6722 - E-mail: secrsbbf@biof.ufrj.br
CNPJ 21095.179.0001-88
Edna Ferreira da Silva Souza - Secretária Executiva

Diretoria 2014-2016
Presidente - Christopher Kushmerick – ICB - UFMG
1º Vice-Presidente – Antônio José da Costa Filho – FFCLRP - USP
2º Vice-Presidente – Paulo Bisch – IBCCF – UFRJ
Secretário Geral – Rosangela Itri – IF – USP
1º Secretário – Manoel de Arcisio Miranda Filho – EPM - UNIFESP
o
2 Secretário - Emiliano Medei – IBFCCF – UFRJ
Tesoureiro – Frédéric Frezard – ICB – UFMG
Diretor Científico – Pietro Ciancaglini – FFCLRP - USP

Department of Mathematics
and
Imperial College London
Centre for Complexity Science
South Kensington Campus
London SW7 2AZ
h.jensen@imperial.ac.uk
www.ma.imperial.ac.uk/~hjjens
Henrik Jeldtoft Jensen
Professor of Mathematical Physics
and leader of
Centre for Complexity Science

7 June 2016

Concerning MEMPHYS-Center for Biomembrane Physics
I have recently been told that the Danish Government plans to reduce MEMPHYS, the
internationally successful centre for membrane research. I very much hope that these are just
rumours about plans that will not be effectuated.
Denmark has always been able to participate at the highest international level of research to
obvious great benefits for the Danish society in all respects: culturally and economically.
MEMPHYS is an example of how Denmark by clever investments has ensure access to expertise
in an area of immense importance. The dedicated investments in building up a high level
competent research environment during the last couple of decades can easily be squandered
overnight by destroying the infrastructures and exporting the expertise of the MEMPHYS centre.
Denmark is world famous for being a tiny country that by a serious emphasis on education and
research has been able to grow and reach much further than its little size would suggest possible.
Hopefully, this will continue also in the further. Short sighted attempts to save a small amount
today, will inevitably lead to severe costs in the future.
Yours sincerely,

Henrik Jeldtoft Jensen

Sarah L. Keller
Professor

29 June 2016
Dear University of Southern Denmark,
I have heard that several tenured faculty associated with MEMPHYS will be fired in order to
accommodate budget cuts.
Putting aside my confusion about the definition of “tenure” in this case, news of faculty being
laid off can result in damage to the reputation of an institution that lasts a long time, even after
the funding situation recovers. That damage has already started: four talented scientists with
Ph.D.s from my laboratory are now or will soon be applying for postdoctoral and faculty
positions. As a responsible mentor, I have warned them of the situation in Denmark and
advised them to be consider any move to Denmark very carefully. Those students, in turn, are
part of a much larger cohort of talented young scientists. News about the situation at the
University of Southern Denmark is currently widely circulating through mentoring listservs,
reaching scientists worldwide.
As a former Associate Dean for the University of Washington’s College of Arts and Sciences,
I am sympathetic to the plight of underfunded universities. I know how painful budget decisions
can be. From that same experience, I am also aware of how expensive it can be to hire new
talent once productive faculty have left an institution. Attracting new faculty, who usually
require laboratory renovations and startup funds, can be much more expensive than
maintaining established researchers who bring grant funding to the institution.
Are there creative solutions that can be found at the University of Southern Denmark? Can
MEMPHYS faculty teach in a related area that is not their main research area? For example,
even though my Ph.D. is in the field of physics, I successfully teach in the Department of
Chemistry, which has a large enrollment of pre-medical students. Can current MEMPYS faculty
serve other roles to assist with student advising or university governance? You will know best
what creative solution can be found to fit the constraints of your institution. Given that faculty
base their entire careers on finding creative solutions to hard problems, I am confident that you
can assemble a talented committee of faculty who can suggest viable solutions that do not rely
as heavily on faculty layoffs.
Respectfully,

Sarah L. Keller, Ph.D.
Professor of Chemistry
Former Associate Dean of Research Activities
for the College of Arts and Sciences
University of Washington, Seattle
98103, USA
Box 351700
206.543.1773

Seattle, WA 98195-1700
fax 206.685.8665
slkeller@chem.washington.edu

http://depts.washington.edu/chem/people/faculty/keller.html

May 31, 2016
It is rather shocking to hear that the University of the
Southern Denmark (SDU) intends to close down their
MEMPHYS-Center for Biomembrane Physics.
For many years, the center has performed cutting edge
research on an extremely important topic at the interface
between physics, chemistry, and biology as well as
bioengineering, pharmacology, and medicine.
The center is certainly one of the internationally visible
light houses in this interdisciplinary research area.
I strongly recommend the administration of SDU to
reconsider their decision.
Best wishes,
Reinhard Lipowsky
---------------------------------------Prof. Dr. Reinhard Lipowsky
Managing Director
Head, Department of Theory & Bio-Systems
Max Planck Institute of Colloids and Interfaces
14424 Potsdam, Germany
phone:
fax:
email:
URL:

+49 331 567 9600
+49 331 567 9602
lipowsky@mpikg.mpg.de
http://www.mpikg.mpg.de/th/

Assistant: Ms Susann Weber
phone: +49 331 567 9601
fax:
+49 331 567 9602
email: susann.weber@mpikg.mpg.de
------------------------------------

To	
  whom	
  it	
  may	
  concern:

June	
  2,	
  2016

I	
  have	
  been	
  collabora;ng	
  with	
  and	
  visi;ng	
  the	
  former	
  Biochemistry	
  
Department	
  (now	
  Biochemistry	
  and	
  Molecular	
  Biology)	
  since	
  1977,	
  and	
  this	
  
has	
  directly	
  resulted	
  in	
  publica;on	
  of	
  18	
  joint	
  papers	
  in	
  refereed	
  journals,	
  8	
  
reviews,	
  	
  and	
  extensive	
  par;cipa;on	
  in	
  2	
  edited	
  books,	
  eds.	
  H	
  Degn,	
  (on	
  O2	
  
measurement,	
  1986),	
  and	
  Degn	
  &	
  Olsen	
  (Chaos	
  in	
  Biolology,	
  1986).	
  
The	
  rela;onship	
  has	
  been	
  enhanced	
  over	
  the	
  past	
  two	
  years	
  by	
  my	
  award	
  
of	
  a	
  visi;ng	
  H.C.	
  Andersen	
  Academy	
  Professorial	
  Fellowship	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  
Associate	
  Professor	
  Dr	
  Lars	
  Folke	
  Olsen,	
  Professor	
  Luis	
  A.	
  Bagatolli	
  leader	
  of	
  
the	
  “Membrane	
  Biophysics	
  and	
  Biophotonics	
  group”	
  at	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  
Biochemistry	
  and	
  Molecular	
  Biology	
  (and	
  a	
  founder	
  member	
  of	
  MEMPHYS	
  
center	
  for	
  membrane	
  biophysics	
  ),	
  their	
  physicist	
  postgraduate	
  Fellow,	
  
Henrik	
  S.	
  Thoke,	
  and	
  technician	
  Anita	
  Lunding.	
  I	
  owe	
  a	
  tremendous	
  debt	
  of	
  
gra;tude	
  to	
  Drs.	
  Hans	
  Degn,	
  Raymond	
  P.	
  Cox,	
  Lars	
  Folke	
  Olsen,	
  Frants	
  
Lauritsen,	
  Luis	
  Bagatolli	
  and	
  their	
  visitors,	
  research	
  students	
  and	
  technical	
  
staﬀ	
  for	
  making	
  these	
  collabora;ons	
  so	
  frui\ul.
Always	
  highly	
  impressed	
  by	
  the	
  excellent	
  facili;es	
  for	
  laboratory	
  work	
  as	
  
well	
  as	
  technical	
  assistance	
  (way	
  ahead	
  of	
  those	
  of	
  my	
  home	
  University	
  at	
  
Cardiﬀ),	
  I	
  watched	
  this	
  area	
  of	
  science	
  at	
  Odense	
  University	
  (now	
  SDU)	
  
develop	
  in	
  a	
  most	
  impressive	
  manner.	
  Equipment	
  and	
  professional	
  know-‐
how	
  there	
  has	
  always	
  been,	
  not	
  merely	
  state-‐of-‐the-‐art,	
  but	
  ahead-‐of-‐the	
  
ﬁeld,	
  using	
  not	
  only	
  commercially	
  available	
  rou;nely	
  available	
  equipment,	
  
but	
  also	
  novel	
  devices	
  invented,	
  constructed	
  and	
  further	
  developed	
  by	
  
strong	
  interac;on	
  with	
  local	
  expert	
  computer	
  scien;sts,	
  and	
  workshop	
  
electronics	
  and	
  mechanical	
  workshop	
  personnel.	
  For	
  me	
  the	
  most	
  striking	
  
recent	
  innova;on	
  is	
  the	
  newly-‐sited	
  Olsen	
  lab,	
  fully	
  equipped	
  with	
  3	
  
spectrophotoﬂuorimeters,	
  and	
  the	
  Danish	
  Molecular	
  Biomedical	
  Imaging	
  
Center	
  with	
  the	
  latest	
  mul;photon	
  Zeiss	
  LSM	
  800	
  Microscope.	
  
Now	
  I	
  learn	
  from	
  an	
  e-‐mail	
  signed	
  by	
  10	
  faculty	
  members	
  at	
  the	
  
MEMPHYS	
  Center	
  of	
  a	
  dras;c	
  ac;on	
  plan	
  to	
  diminish	
  the	
  staﬀ	
  of	
  this	
  facility.	
  
This	
  comes	
  as	
  a	
  reac;on	
  to	
  the	
  Danish	
  Government	
  2%	
  per	
  annum	
  cuts	
  to	
  	
  
general	
  support	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  to	
  primarily	
  basic	
  research	
  funding	
  over	
  the	
  next	
  3	
  
years.	
  For	
  implementa;on,	
  at	
  Odense,	
  the	
  University	
  management	
  has	
  

ini;ated	
  moves	
  to	
  target	
  areas	
  of	
  science	
  they	
  regard	
  as	
  'non-‐strategic'	
  for	
  
the	
  mission	
  aims	
  of	
  the	
  establishment.	
  
For	
  MEMPHYS	
  the	
  speciﬁc	
  decisions	
  announced	
  are	
  devasta;ng.	
  
Interna;onally-‐acclaimed	
  Professors	
  Luis	
  Bagatolli	
  and	
  Per	
  Lyngs	
  Hansen	
  
have	
  been	
  warned	
  that	
  they	
  will	
  loose	
  their	
  posi;ons,	
  together	
  with	
  one	
  
other	
  of	
  three	
  theore;cal	
  physicists	
  at	
  Professorial	
  level	
  (possibly	
  including	
  
the	
  head	
  of	
  MEMPHYS),	
  and	
  one	
  secretary	
  whom	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  in	
  post	
  aher	
  
the	
  end	
  of	
  2018.
The	
  concept	
  of	
  a	
  Danish	
  Na;onal	
  Center	
  for	
  Biomembrane	
  Physiology	
  
was	
  conceived	
  and	
  set	
  up	
  as	
  an	
  interdisciplinary	
  assemblage	
  of	
  scien;sts	
  and	
  
mathema;cians	
  in	
  2002.	
  
The	
  unit	
  ini;ally	
  was	
  composed	
  as	
  a	
  hub	
  of	
  faculty	
  staﬀ	
  from	
  across	
  the	
  
Faculty	
  of	
  Science	
  and	
  currently	
  has	
  academic	
  staﬀ	
  plus	
  technical	
  and	
  
secretarial	
  support,	
  almost	
  all	
  of	
  whom	
  also	
  carry	
  out	
  heavy	
  teaching	
  and	
  
administra;ve	
  loads	
  within	
  the	
  Departments	
  of	
  Biochemistry	
  and	
  Molecular	
  
Biology;	
  Chemistry,	
  Physics	
  and	
  Pharmacy;	
  and	
  Mathema;cs	
  and	
  Computer	
  
Science.
I	
  am	
  shocked	
  by	
  the	
  proposal	
  to	
  inﬂict	
  extensive	
  damage	
  to	
  a	
  highly	
  
original	
  and	
  eﬀec;ve	
  research	
  team	
  in	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  dynamic,	
  exci;ng	
  and	
  
important	
  areas	
  of	
  the	
  biosciences.	
  Such	
  an	
  ac;on	
  would	
  severely	
  diminish	
  
the	
  reputa;on	
  of	
  an	
  excellent	
  University	
  at	
  Na;onal	
  and	
  Interna;onal	
  Levels.
These	
  plans	
  must	
  be	
  disputed	
  and	
  revoked	
  at	
  the	
  highest	
  levels.	
  
Yours	
  sincerely,
David	
  Lloyd	
  
(Honorary	
  Professor	
  of	
  Microbiology,	
  
School	
  of	
  Biosciences,	
  Cardiﬀ	
  University,	
  Wales,	
  UK,	
  and	
  visi;ng	
  H.C.	
  
Andersen	
  Academy	
  Professorial	
  Fellow,	
  SDU).

School of Science and Technology
University of New England
Armidale NSW 2351
Australia
Phone +61 2 6773 3740
Fax:
+61 2 6773 3267
pmoens@une.edu.au
www.une.edu.au

Friday, 3 June 2016

Dear	
  Prof.	
  Robert	
  Cantor,	
  
It	
  is	
  with	
  great	
  concern	
  that	
  we	
  in	
  the	
  Australian	
  Society	
  for	
  Biophysics	
  
have	
  heard	
  of	
  the	
  intention	
  of	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Southern	
  Denmark	
  to	
  cut	
  
back	
  on	
  biophysics	
  and	
  to	
  close	
  down	
  MEMPHYS.	
  
	
  
Major	
  scientific	
  breakthroughs	
  often	
  happens	
  when	
  advances	
  in	
  one	
  field	
  of	
  
science	
  are	
  applied	
  to	
  another.	
  This	
  is	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  biophysics;	
  bridging	
  
the	
  gap	
  between	
  physics/mathematics,	
  chemistry	
  and	
  biology.	
  Biophysics	
  
has	
  been	
  instrumental	
  in	
  many	
  major	
  discoveries	
  (and	
  have	
  led	
  to	
  the	
  
awards	
  of	
  a	
  significant	
  number	
  of	
  Nobel	
  Prizes).	
  Biophysics	
  is	
  playing	
  an	
  
essential	
  role	
  in	
  the	
  understanding	
  of	
  cell	
  function	
  and	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  
treatments	
  for	
  diseases.	
  Cutting	
  down	
  biophysics	
  research	
  would	
  
significantly	
  undermine	
  the	
  future	
  potential	
  for	
  advances	
  and	
  discoveries	
  
in	
  Denmark	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  worldwide,	
  as	
  these	
  researchers	
  are	
  leaders	
  in	
  their	
  
field.	
  
Recent	
  discoveries	
  in	
  membrane	
  complexity	
  further	
  reinforce	
  the	
  
importance	
  of	
  understanding	
  the	
  most	
  fundamental	
  of	
  scientific	
  
areas.	
  	
  Very	
  little	
  is	
  known	
  about	
  the	
  roles	
  of	
  the	
  various	
  lipids	
  constituting	
  
the	
  membranes	
  and	
  the	
  interactions	
  between	
  those	
  lipids	
  and	
  proteins	
  
interacting	
  with	
  them.	
  Researchers	
  at	
  MEMPHYS	
  have	
  been	
  instrumental	
  in	
  
increasing	
  our	
  knowledge	
  of	
  these	
  interactions.	
  MEMPHYS	
  has	
  also	
  
benefited	
  the	
  international	
  scientific	
  community	
  by	
  sharing	
  their extensive
expertise through international	
  collaborations	
  and	
  access	
  to	
  their	
  facilities.	
  
Understanding	
  the	
  processes	
  underlying	
  the	
  membrane	
  dynamics	
  is	
  
essential	
  not	
  only	
  for	
  biology	
  (i.e.	
  cell	
  function,	
  diseases	
  and	
  drug	
  delivery)	
  
but	
  also	
  in	
  other	
  fields	
  such	
  as	
  chemistry	
  and	
  physics	
  where	
  discoveries	
  in	
  
lipids	
  interactions	
  could	
  lead	
  to	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  new	
  materials	
  with	
  
novel	
  properties.	
  
We	
  are	
  therefore	
  extremely	
  worried	
  that	
  by	
  closing	
  down	
  MEMPHYS	
  and	
  
cutting	
  down	
  on	
  biophysics,	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Southern	
  Denmark	
  will	
  be	
  
preventing	
  both	
  the	
  Danish	
  and	
  international	
  community	
  access	
  to	
  a	
  state	
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of	
  the	
  art	
  facility	
  and	
  a	
  wealth	
  of	
  expertise	
  that	
  is	
  currently	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  
University’s	
  international	
  reputation.	
  On	
  behalf	
  of	
  the	
  Australian	
  Society	
  
for	
  Biophysics,	
  and	
  indeed	
  biophysicists	
  worldwide,	
  I	
  hope	
  that	
  the	
  
University	
  of	
  Southern	
  Denmark	
  will	
  reconsider	
  its	
  position	
  regarding	
  this	
  
matter	
  and	
  will	
  maintain	
  this	
  internationally	
  renowned	
  facility	
  and	
  its	
  
programs	
  in	
  biophysics.	
  
On	
  behalf	
  of	
  the	
  Australian	
  Society	
  for	
  Biophysics,	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  

Dr	
  Pierre	
  Moens,	
  MSc,	
  PhD	
  
Centre	
  for	
  Bioactive	
  Discovery	
  in	
  Health	
  &	
  Ageing	
  
President	
  of	
  the	
  Australian	
  Society	
  for	
  Biophysics	
  
http://www.biophysics.org.au/	
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June 2, 2016

To	
  whom	
  it	
  may	
  concern:
I	
  just	
  wanted	
  to	
  express	
  my	
  sadness	
  and	
  concern	
  over	
  the	
  news	
  that	
  the	
  
Center	
  for	
  Biomembrane	
  Physics	
  (Memphys)	
  at	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  
Southern	
  Denmark	
  is	
  under	
  threat.	
  I	
  visited	
  the	
  department	
  earlier	
  this	
  
year	
  and	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  experience	
  ﬁrst-‐hand	
  the	
  state-‐of-‐the-‐art	
  faciliHes	
  
on	
  oﬀer,	
  and	
  beneﬁted	
  greatly	
  from	
  these	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  experHse	
  of	
  the	
  
faculty	
  members	
  (parHcularly	
  Drs	
  Lars	
  Folke	
  Olsen	
  and	
  Luis	
  Bagatolli).	
  I	
  
very	
  much	
  hope	
  that	
  plans	
  to	
  diminish	
  the	
  department's	
  faculty	
  can	
  be	
  
revoked	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  sustain	
  the	
  important	
  research	
  of	
  this	
  World-‐leading	
  
research	
  group.	
  
Your	
  sincerely,
Catrin	
  Williams
__________________________________________________________

Dr	
  Catrin	
  Williams
Research	
  Associate
Cardiﬀ	
  School	
  of	
  Engineering
Cardiﬀ	
  University
Queen’s	
  Buildings
The	
  Parade
Cardiﬀ	
  CF24	
  3AA
Wales,	
  UK
	
  
Tel:	
  +44(0)29	
  2087	
  5938
	
  
Email:	
  WilliamsCF@cardiﬀ.ac.uk
Dr	
  Catrin	
  Williams
Ymchwiydd	
  Cysyll7ol
Ysgol	
  Beirianneg	
  Caerdydd
Prifysgol	
  Caerdydd
Adeiladau’r	
  Frenhines
Y	
  Parêd
Caerdydd	
  CF24	
  3AA
Cymru,	
  y	
  Deyrnas	
  Unedig
Ffôn:	
  +44(0)29	
  2087	
  5938
E-‐bost:	
  WilliamsCF@cardiﬀ.ac.uk	
  

Departamento de Biofísica, Escola Paulista de Medicina
Universidade Federal de São Paulo

Profa. Dra. Karin do Amaral Riske
Rua Pedro de Toledo, 669 - 9º andar – CEP 04039-032 - São Paulo, Brasil
Tel: (11) 5576-4967 (VoIP 1898) Fax: (11) 5571-5780
E-mail: kariske@unifesp.br

______________________________________________________________________________________

Sao Paulo, June 14, 2016
Dear Dr. Robert Cantor,
We are Brazilian scientists from the Department of Biophysics at Universidade Federal de
Sao Paulo working with membrane biophysics. It is with great concern and surprise that we learn
the news about the closing of the MEMPHYS-Center for Biomembrane Physics at the University of
the Southern Denmark (SDU) and the dismissal of several renowned scientists in our field. The
MEMPHYS group has been a reference and inspiration to us of the membrane biophysics
community for decades. The long, steady and important contributions (both experimental and
theoretical) of Dr. Ole Mouritsen, for instance, have accompanied us during most of our academic
training and through our early carrier time. The contributions of Dr. Luis Bagatolli in imaging of
GUVs with confocal microscopy have been seminal and continue to reveal interesting and relevant
mechanical and structural properties of biomembranes in a wide range of situations. Dr. John
Ipsen has also contributed significantly to the study of membrane elastic properties and different
aspects of membrane architecture. The MEMPHYS group provides a unique environment to host
cutting-edge research and to form new generations of talented young scientists.
We hope there is a way to circumvent the budget cut and keep the MEMPHYS group, which
has a clear importance not only to Denmark but to the whole international scientific community.
Sincerely yours,
Dr. Karin A. Riske, kariske@unifesp.br
Dr. Katia R. Perez, kdaghastanli@unifesp.br
Dr. Omar Mertins, mertins@unifesp.br
Dr. Julio H. K. Rozenfeld, julio.rozenfeld@gmail.com
Rafael B. Lira, lira.rb@gmail.com
Amanda C. Cartiá, amanda.c.carita@hotmail.com
Bruna R. Casadei, brucasadei@yahoo.com
Marcio M. Almedia, marciom_almeida@hotmail.com
William Y. Oyadomari, williamoyadomari@yahoo.com.br
Klauss Engelmann, klauss.engelmann@etec.sp.gov.br
Elizangela Carvalho, nanily@live.com

June 10, 2016
I was told the news about the striking decision to cut university funding severely in
Denmark, and that SDU (Odense) therefore decided to close down their MEMPHYSCenter for Biomembrane Physics.
I am extremely well aware of the science done in MEMPHYS. I did my postdoctoral
period in MEMPHYS and I have been an international associate center member of
MEMPHYS since about 2001. Based on my experience in general I can definitely state
that MEMPHYS is one of the brightest stars in European science. In its field in
biophysics, MEMPHYS is one of the few hubs world wide that are hosts a large number
of e.g. visitors, talks, meetings, and therefore renders a substantial activity possible,
thus leading to collaborations across the traditional disciplines. This is also an important
aspect of MEMPHYS in general given that it embraces researchers in experiments,
theory, and simulations to work in the same center, thereby generating the largest
possible impact for science. And the impact is high. MEMPHYS has been a center of
excellence for years and its track record in terms of experts it has trained (for the private
sector as well as science), publications, infrastructure it has established, popularization
etc. is simply outstanding.
Therefore, given the excellence of MEMPHYS, the idea that SDU would aim to close
down MEMPHYS is simply irrational.
If SDU really closes MEMPHYS or cuts its funding and positions as it has planned to do,
SDU sends an important message to young students and scientists world wide: please
do not come to SDU, please do not come to Denmark, since if you are outstanding, you
have no future in SDU/Denmark. This would be a sad message indeed.
With best wishes,
Ilpo
Prof. Ilpo Vattulainen
ERC Advanced Grant Recipient
Biological Physics Group
Center of Excellence in Biomembranes (Academy of Finland / 2014-2019)
Dept of Physics, University of Helsinki, Finland
and also part-time Dept of Physics, Tampere Univ Tech, Finland
E-mail: Ilpo.Vattulainen@tut.fi
Mobile: +358 400 510 592
Web: http://www.tut.fi/biophys/ and prolipids.helsinki.fi
Associate member of MEMPHYS (Denmark) - www.memphys.sdu.dk

